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To the extent that OPH conducts the testing required by proposed law on a three-year schedule, this measure is anticipated
to increase expenditures to OPH by a maximum of $150,634 in FY 19 and future fiscal years. The measure provides that
OPH shall test drinking water for secondary drinking water quality standards at no more than two water outlets/taps at
elementary and secondary public and charter schools on a schedule to be determined by OPH. OPH indicates that it will
incorporate these tests into its normal testing schedule, which is three years. There are approximately 1,353 elementary and
secondary public and charter schools. A three-year testing schedule equates to approximately 451 schools being tested each
year (1,353 schools/3 years).  This fiscal note assumes that two water outlets/taps per school are tested. The cost for OPH
to test one water sample is $167.  Therefore, the total cost of testing is anticipated to be $150,634 each year (451 schools
per year x 2 samples per school x $167 per test).

Present law (Act 605 of the 2016 RLS) provides that OPH shall transfer up to $500,000 in safe drinking water
fee collections to the Louisiana Rural Water Association (LRWA) to offset its annual costs.  Proposed law
amends present law and provides that these funds shall be used by the LRWA to perform or assist in the
performance of water quality testing at schools.  Currently, these funds are used by the LRWA to operate its
Rural Water Energy Conservation Program, which is a program that provides technical assistance to rural water
and wastewater systems on how to detect water loss within their systems. The LRWA indicates that the
conservation program will end if the funds can no longer be used for this purpose.  This fiscal note assumes
that the balance of the funds ($349,366) will be used by the LRWA to perform or assist in the performance of
water quality testing at schools.

$150,634 - To be used by OPH to test secondary drinking water quality standards at public schools
$349,366 - To be transferred to the LRWA to perform or assist in the performance of water quality testing at schools
$500,000
NOTE: In FY 19, OPH projects to collect $18,166,267 in safe drinking water fees, of which $500,000 is anticipated to be
remitted to the LRWA.

Proposed law provides that the Office of Public Health (OPH) shall test drinking water for secondary drinking water quality
standards at elementary and secondary public and charter schools. Proposed law also provides that safe drinking water fees
transferred from OPH to the Louisiana Rural Water Association shall be used to perform water quality testing at schools.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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