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Proposed law will increase expenditures for the state and local governments.

Proposed law requires that every multistory courthouse that has two or more elevators shall have one-half of all of its elevators in proper
working service at all times.   The owner of the multistory courthouse shall contact the elevator repair company within 24 hours of the
elevator becoming inoperable and that no elevator shall remain out of service for repair and maintenance for more than 21 consecutive
days from the day the elevator becomes inoperable, unless the state fire marshal determines that extenuating circumstances necessitate
an extension. Furthermore, a $2,500 per day fine is applicable for any violation of the proposed law in addition to any penalties that exist
in current law. Proposed law would result in a penalty of $2,500 per day for any multistory courthouse in violation of proposed law.  This
penalty would be paid by the natural or juridical person who owns the building.

The Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) does not perform regular inspections of courthouse elevators and instead would rely on the
reporting of violations.  When a violation is reported, OSFM would perform an investigation and would assess penalties for violations
accordingly.  These penalties would apply to all multistory courthouses owned by state, local municipalities, and any other natural or
juridical person. The OSFM has no authority for enforcement in regards to federal courthouses.

Additionally, proposed law adds all courthouses to the list of those buildings that must be made accessible pursuant to ADA Standards and
subject to limitations provided for in present law.  The OSFM reports that current ADA standards apply only to new construction and
alterations to existing structure, and therefore this portion of proposed law would not have any expenditure impact on existing
courthouses.

Proposed law provides that any courthouse shall be made accessible pursuant to ADA Standards subject only to the limitations or
exceptions provided for in present law. Proposed law further provides that any multistory courthouse shall have at least one-half of all of
its elevators in proper working service at all times and shall be made accessible in accordance with the ADA Standards and rules
promulgated by the fire marshal pursuant to the APA. Proposed law provides that the owner of the multistory courthouse shall contact the
elevator repair company within 24 hours of the elevator becoming inoperable and that no elevator shall remain out of service for repair
and maintenance for more than 21 consecutive days from the day the elevator become inoperable unless the state fire marshal
determines extenuating circumstances that necessitate an extension. Proposed law provides that failure to comply with proposed law shall
be considered a "defacto admission of fault" under the ADA Standards. Proposed law provides the natural or juridical person who owns the
building is responsible for elevator maintenance.  Proposed law provides that any building owner who violates or fails to comply with the
provisions of proposed law shall be subject to a fine of $2,500 per day which shall be paid by the owner of the building.  Proposed law
excludes any courthouse no longer occupied for public or private sessions of court and any courthouse with only one elevator.

Proposed law will increase SGR for the Office of the State Fire Marshal by $2,500 per day for each violation at any multistory courthouse
owned by the state, local municipalities, or any other respective owner.
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