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Proposed law will create an indeterminable but potentially significant increase in SGF expenditures by the Louisiana
Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) to create the Louisiana Commission on Medicinal Plants within the
department in order to advise the commissioner on the regulation of medicinal plants. Costs may include contracting a
hearing officer for any adjudicatory hearings and providing documents to members of the commission. The number and
frequency of adjudicatory hearings cannot be estimated, therefore the total cost is unknown.

Proposed law authorizes but does not require the Commissioner to employ a director, assistant director, and any other
position that he deems necessary for the Commission. LDAF reports that any additional expenditures related to the staffing
and attendance of the commission will be minimal and can be absorbed within the agency’s existing budget authority (see
NOTE below). However, to the extent the increased workload overextends current staff capacity, additional personnel or
overtime expenditures may be needed.

NOTE: Although the current commissioner has expressed he does not anticipate hiring a director and assistant director of the
commission at this time, proposed law’s permissive nature allows the creation of such positions at any time by this
commissioner or future ones if deemed necessary.  Potential costs were not provided.

Proposed law provides that members of the commission shall serve without compensation. However, an amendment
adopted on the Senate Floor added four legislative members to the commission, the chairman of the Senate Committee on
Health and Welfare (or designee), the chairman of the House Committee on Health and Welfare (or designee), the chairman
of the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Forestry, Aquaculture and Rural Development (or designee) and the chairman of
the House Committee on Agriculture, Forestry, Aquaculture and Rural Development (or designee). The LFO assumes these
members will be eligible for the prevailing per diem and travel reimbursement. The legislative per diem rate is $161 and the
cost of related benefits (7.65% includes FICA 6.2% and Medicare 1.45%) is approximately $12.32 for a daily cost of
approximately $173/day. It will cost approximately $692 per day for 4 legislators to attend meetings plus mileage
reimbursement, which is approximately $0.58 per mile. However, the impact on total expenditures is indeterminable and
will depend upon mileage driven by the members, the number of meeting days held, and the actions taken by the
commission.

Proposed law creates the Louisiana Commission on Medicinal Plants within the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and
Forestry (LDAF) for the purpose of advising the commissioner on the regulation of medicinal plants to protect the interests,
health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Louisiana. Proposed law provides for the membership of the commission,
comprised of eleven members as specified. Proposed law provides the commission with the power to advise the
commissioner on the qualifications and requirements for the issuance of licenses or certificates; to hold adjudicatory
hearings on alleged violations; to advise the commissioner on the civil penalties; to advise the commissioner on rules and
regulations promulgated; to hold hearings and conduct investigations; and to adopt bylaws for the commission.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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