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Purpose of Bill: This measure requires the Clerk of Court in the 19th JDC to place all sums collected/received (from cases
on the Family Court docket) in to the Judicial Expense Fund for the Family Court for EBR on a monthly basis (before
disbursements are made to other accounts). Also, the Clerk will have to submit to the Court a full accounting of all fees
distributed in to the fund and the Family Court Judges may cause inspections of the Clerk’s books and records regarding
related collections and receipts. The bill also requires the Clerk’s Office to reimburse the Family Court for administrative
expenses incurred for proceedings conducted pursuant to R.S. 46:2134 (Domestic Abuse). Finally, the bill allows the Clerk
to collect installment payments for court costs and transfer these collections to the Family Court’s Judicial Expense Fund.

This bill may increase the Clerk’s expenditures by $20,000 initially (for computer upgrades) and $6,000 annually thereafter (for equipment
usage reimbursement to the Court). This bill may increase the Court’s expenditures by a minimum amount annually (to pay for copies of
records).

An official with the Clerk’s Office indicated that there would be no additional costs to the Clerk or the Court to make existing collection and
distribution records available to the Court for inspection. However, if the Court needed the Clerk to provide copies of these records, the Clerk
may charge the Court $1 per page. In addition, this official indicated that the Clerk does not currently distribute the court costs in installment
payments, and would incur expenditures of at least $20,000 to reprogram/change their computer system in order to do so.

An official with the Court indicated that the Clerk may be required to reimburse the Court $6,000 annually for the Clerk’s use of the Court’s
equipment related to proceedings pursuant to R.S. 46:2134.

This bill may increase the Court’s revenue by $6,000 annually as reimbursement for equipment usage is received from the Clerk. Total
governmental revenue related to court costs is not expected to change, as the bill only prioritizes the distribution of court costs.

An official with the Court indicated that the Clerk may be required to reimburse the Court $6,000 annually for the Clerk’s use of the Court’s
equipment related to proceedings pursuant to R.S. 46:2134.

This bill changes the priority and timing of court cost distribution to the Family Court. Court costs will now be distributed monthly by the
Clerk, rather than when all costs have been collected (as is currently the practice). These monthly payments will be disbursed to the Family
Court before payments are made to any other account.
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