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Proposed law may result in an indeterminable impact on SGF expenditures to the Louisiana Public Defender Board (LPDB).
LPDB reports that proposed law allows prosecutors around the state to amend a delinquency petition at any time, making no
distinction between the early phases of a delinquency case and later phases of a delinquency case. Unanticipated
amendments immediately before trial, or perhaps even in the middle of trail, could extend the duration of the defense,
invoke additional investigation, increase the number of hearings required and the length of time a juvenile is held in juvenile
detention awaiting trial. The LPDB reports that while impossible to estimate the frequency this new provision would be
invoked by petitioners, any change that extends or expands pretrial and trial-related activities above base levels will create a
workload increase for public defenders and place additional budgetary strains on the system. If not given additional
budgetary resources, the LPDB reports that it will be necessary to divert resources from other services provided by the
public defender offices statewide.

To the extent that juveniles may be held in pretrial detention for lengths above baseline averages, proposed law would result
in an increase in Local Funds expenditures for local governing authorities. The extent of any such potential growth in pretrial
detention duration is indeterminable.

The Louisiana District Attorneys Association reports that proposed law eliminates the requisite for leave of court, in a
delinquency petition, when curing defects, incorporating additional allegations of fact or requesting adjudication. Further, the
bill provides for the granting of a continuance in delinquency proceeding. It is improbable that the passage of this bill would
cause a significant fiscal impact to the Office of District Attorney.

Present law provides that, with leave of the court, petitioners may amend a delinquency petition at any time to cure defects
of form. Proposed law removes the requirement for leave of court to amend a delinquency petition to cure defects of form,
and adds that petitioners may amend the petition at any time to cure any defects of imperfection, omissions, uncertainty, or
variance between the allegations of the petition and the evidence offered in support thereof. Present law provides that, with
leave of court and prior to the adjudication hearing, the petitioner may amend the delinquency petition to include new
allegations of fact or requests for adjudication, and provides that if such leave is granted, the child may request a
continuance for such period as is required in the interest of justice. Proposed law removes the requirement for leave of
court to amend a delinquency petition to include new allegations of fact or requests for adjudication; adds that a continuance
is to be granted if the child has been prejudiced in his defense by any defect of the petition for a reasonable period of time;
and directs that the court is to consider all circumstances of the case and the entire course of the prosecution.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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