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Proposed legislation creates the Digital Content and Curriculum Fund to receive appropriations, grants, or donations;
unexpended funds at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund. The fund shall be administered by the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) which shall award monies on a first-come, first-served basis to school districts
or other public schools that meet the following criteria: (1) have technology infrastructure in place to facilitate use of digital
content and curriculum; (2) submit an explanation for how the funds will be used to improve performance and enhance
student achievement; and (3) how progress to district goals will be measured. A single request from a school district or
other public school shall not exceed $50,000, however additional distributions may be awarded if the school board has met
or is making demonstrable progress towards its goals.

The proposed legislation creates the Digital Content and Curriculum Fund to receive legislative appropriations, donations,
gifts, grants or any other funds. There will be an increase in expenditures by BESE to the extent grants out of the Digital
Content and Curriculum Fund are awarded to local school districts and other public schools. A single request from a school
district or other public school shall not exceed $50,000, however additional distributions may be awarded if the school board
has met or is making demonstrable progress towards its goals.

Although this measure is not anticipated to impose a significant increase in workload for BESE staff, to the extent that it
does the agency may require additional resources. It is unclear whether any monies in the fund may be used for
administrative expenses or whether state general fund would be required.

In the event legislative appropriations are made available for the Digital Content and Curriculum Fund, local expenditures
will increase to fund eligible projects and initiatives, per the proposed legislation.

It is anticipated that any appropriation to the fund is likely to be funded with SGF.

To the extent distributions are made from the fund, local school districts and other public schools would experience an
increase in revenues.
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