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HB 472 Original 2021 Regular Session Marino

Abstract:  Authorizes the Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission (JEDCO) to be a
licensed production facility for therapeutic marijuana and to conduct research on marijuana
for therapeutic uses.

Present law provides the LSU Ag Center and Southern University Ag Center with a right of first
refusal to become a licensed production facility, jointly or separately, for therapeutic marijuana in
the state and gives them until Aug. 31, 2016 to notify the commissioner of agriculture of their
intention to become licensed.

Proposed law retains present law and adds the JEDCO as an authorized entity to have a right of first
refusal to become a licensed production facility and gives the JEDCO until Aug. 31, 2021 to notify
the commissioner of agriculture of their intention.

Present law requires the La. Dept. of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF), in the event the entities
granted a right of first refusal to become a licensed production facility do not exercise their right, to
issue no more than one production facility license in the state through state open bid law.

Proposed law adds that in the event all of the licensed production facilities relinquish their license
then the LDAF will issue a license through state open bid law.

Proposed law authorizes the JEDCO to conduct research, directly or through a cooperative endeavor
agreement with a university, school of pharmacy, or hospital, on marijuana for therapeutic purposes
if a licensed production facility.  Proposed law requires the JEDCO to submit an annual report,
effective Jan. 1, 2025, to the Senate and House committees on health and welfare on the data and
outcomes of their research.

(Amends R.S. 40:1046(H)(2)(a)-(c))


