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Proposed law may increase SGF expenditures by up to $129,600 within the Secretary of State as the result of adding
additional three (3) extra days to the number of days that Parish Board of Election Supervisors members may be
compensated for the preparation and verification process for the tabulation and counting of absentee and early voting
ballots.  The proposed law requires the parishes to request approval from the Secretary of State.

Each Parish Board of Supervisors has 5 members that receive a $50 per diem for each meeting day. Also, each Parish Board
of Election Supervisors utilizes election commissioners to assist with counting. Adding one meeting to each election for
absentee ballot counting for each parish could cost $250 per day (5 board members x $50). Based on actual costs for the
November 2020 election, an average of 272 election commissioners was utilized to assist the counting process.
Commissioners receive compensation of $100 per day. Adding one extra day would cost $425 per day (4.25 commissioners
per parish x $100 per day). The total cost for one additional day per parish is $675 ($250 for board members + $425 for
election commissioners). The cost for one additional day for all 64 parishes is $43,200 ($675 x 64). If the Secretary of
State approves 3 additional days for all 64 parishes, the total cost is $129,600 ($43,200 x 3 days) under this measure.

The number of parishes that will seek approval from the Secretary of State for additional days as well as the number of
board commissioners that will be requested under this measure is indeterminable. The fiscal note assumes all 64 parishes
will request the 3 additional days for one election per year. To the extent that not all parishes request additional days or
additional board commissioners, the anticipated costs will decrease accordingly.

Present law provides parishes that receive over 1,000 absentee mail ballots returned to the Registrar of Voters for a primary
and general election may begin the preparation and verification process for the tabulation and counting of absentee and
early voting ballots four (4) days before the election. With the written approval of the Secretary of State, proposed law
provides that all parishes may begin the process three (3) days before the election. Proposed law deletes present law
regarding elections impaired as a result of a declared disaster or emergency, which was set to become void on 08/01/2021.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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