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Proposed law provides for scope of applicability of the Code of Criminal Procedure relative to post conviction relief in non-
capital cases and post conviction relief in capital cases.

There will be an indeterminable increase in expenditures to the Department of Justice (DOJ) to the extent the proposed law
increases the number of filings of applications for post conviction relief. The proposed law liberalizes the rules for filing an
application for post conviction relief and the DOJ reports this will result in bigger caseloads among appellate attorneys and
staff. The proposed law adds new grounds for filing an application for post conviction relief (new evidence of factual
innocence), which will increase the number of applications requiring the DOJ’s response. The proposed law adds new
provisions relating to factual development and discovery, which would increase the time and effort required on the part of
DOJ staff on each of these cases. The proposed law allows for convicted criminal offenders to request and receive case file
documents from the DOJ at no cost to the offender. The DOJ reports they may need an additional 4 attorneys, 1
administrative assistant, and 1 investigator to handle the additional workload, with an increased annual expenditure of
$675,634 (salaries + related benefits). The DOJ also reports increased one-time expenditures of $46,000 for operating
expenses and $31,164 in acquisitions. To the extent the workload may be less than projected, the expenditure exposure
would decrease accordingly.

There will be an indeterminable increase in expenditures of the Courts of Appeal and the Louisiana Supreme Court (LSC) to
[CONTINUED ON PAGE 2]

There will be an indeterminable increase in the self-generated revenue of the Judicial District Courts, the Courts of Appeal
and the Louisiana Supreme Court to the extent the proposed law results in an increase in applications for post conviction
relief, appeals, and/or writ applications.

There is no revenue impact to the Department of Justice or the District Attorney’s office as a result of the proposed law.
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the extent the proposed law increases applications for post conviction relief and subsequent appeals and/or writ applications
with the appellate courts and LSC. The proposed law may cause an indeterminable workload increase for the courts;
however, it is unknown whether the courts would need additional personnel.

There will be an indeterminable increase in expenditures of the District Attorney’s offices (D.A.) to the extent the proposed
law increases the number of filings of applications for post conviction relief.  The proposed law will increase the workload for
the offices of the D.A.; however, the Louisiana District Attorney’s Association cannot determine the number of additional
applications and cannot determine the number of additional personnel needed.  The proposed law also allows an applicant in
a capital case to receive one copy of all records within the file of the prosecution team for free.  The cost of reproductions
and transfer of the file would be borne by the D.A.
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