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Proposed law will result in an indeterminable, but minimal, increase in SGF expenditures associated with legislative per diem
and travel reimbursements as well as administrative support and resources of a newly created commission and committee
within the Secretary of State (SOS). The proposed law creates the Voting System Commission within SOS, which shall be
comprised of 13 members. The proposed law provides that the commission members shall serve without compensation, but
the four legislative members of the commission may receive per diem and other reimbursements. The legislative per diem is
$160 plus mileage reimbursement, which is currently $0.56 per mile. Although the proposed law requires the commission to
convene their initial meeting before September 1, 2021, and meet at least once a year, the Legislative Fiscal Office cannot
determine how frequently the commission will meet. Therefore, the legislative expenses under this measure are
indeterminable but anticipated to be minimal. Also, the proposed law creates the Voting System Proposal Evaluation
Committee within SOS, which shall be comprised of three members that will serve without compensation. Proposed law
requires the SOS to appoint no fewer than three but no more than five experts to examine voting systems or systems
components, at a cost not to exceed a total of $5,000.

The proposed law requires the SOS as well as the Office of State Procurement (OSP) within the Division of Administration
(DOA) to staff and/or provide resources for the commission. The proposed law requires the commission to submit a report
of its findings and conclusions to the Governor, President of the Senate, Speaker of the House, SOS, and DOA before
December 1, 2021. The SOS in conjunction with OSP shall develop the request for proposal (RFP) for a new voting system
based on specifications from the commission's report. The Voting System Proposal Evaluation Committee members shall
investigate and publicly test voting systems from respondents of the RFP as well as issue a scoring of each proposal. The
proposed law provides that the highest scored RFP by the committee shall be the proposal the SOS submits to OSP for
contract review.

The DOA report that any support provided to the commission will utilize existing staff and resources. The SOS reports an
indeterminable increase in expenditures to support the operations of the commission and committee. Since the commission
and the committee are placed within the SOS's department, the Legislative Fiscal Office presumes some increased costs
associated with operations and other resources but anticipates the increase to be minimal.

Under present law, the Secretary of State (SOS), with the approval of the Attorney General, may specify rules and regulations on the
preparation and use of voting systems. Proposed law removes approval from the Attorney General and provides legislative oversight.
Under present law, the SOS is responsible for procurement, sales, transfers of voting systems and Requests for Proposals (RFP) to
purchase new voting systems. Proposed law requires the SOS to coordinate with the Office of State Procurement and to develop
certification standards for voting systems with legislative oversight. Proposed law requires the SOS to employ 3-5 experts to examine
voting systems or system components. Proposed law creates the Voting System Commission and the Voting System Proposal Evaluation
Committee. Proposed law requires the SOS to procure all voting systems or system components per specifications recommended by the
Voting System Commission and excludes these specifications from a procurement protest. Proposed law requires the Voting System
Proposal Evaluation Committee to investigate and test the voting system to ensure qualification established by the Voting System
Commission. Proposed law requires the SOS to evaluate voting equipment annually with the Voting Systems Commission. Proposed law
changes the definition of voting machine to remove electronic voting machines.  Proposed law is effective 8/01/2021.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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