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There may be a minimal fiscal impact to the Department of Public Safety & Corrections - Youth Services as a result of the proposed new
penalties for the possession of marijuana for persons under the age of 18. The net fiscal impact of the changes to the period of
incarceration in the proposed legislation is indeterminable, as it is not known the number of juveniles that may be incarcerated under the
proposed penalties as compared to the penalties under current law.

Under current law, a first offense or any subsequent conviction for the possession of 14 grams or less of marijuana, results in a penalty of
a $100 fine. Under the proposed legislation, a juvenile convicted for the possession of 14 grams or less of marijuana may be sentenced to
imprisonment for not more than 15 days.  The proposed change may result in a minimal increase in expenditures for Youth Services.

Under current law, the maximum period of imprisonment on a fourth or subsequent conviction for the possession of marijuana is not more
than 8 years. Under the proposed legislation, the maximum period of imprisonment for a fourth or subsequent conviction is not more than
4 years. To the extent a juvenile is convicted of a fourth or subsequent offense and sentenced to any period of incarceration, there may
be a a decrease in expenditures for Youth Services.

Proposed legislation allows for juvenile offenders to be placed on probation or any other dispositional alternative for a conviction of the
possession of marijuana, for any level of offense. The Department of Youth Services reports that under current law, the majority (84.25%)
of juveniles convicted of the possession of marijuana are placed on probation, rather than placed in custody. The Department of Youth
Services does not expect a material change in aggregate jail time for juvenile offenders.

To the extent that any juvenile offenders are sentenced to incarceration, the cost of care is listed below.
Cost per day for youth in secure care: $284.16 for Bridge City; $160.93 for Acadiana; $162.13 for Swanson-Monroe; $124.11 for
Swanson-Columbia.
Cost per day for detention: $122.21 for pending secure care; $26.39 for pending non-secure care.
Cost per day in non-secure (group home): $165.62

Proposed legislation provides for new penalties for the possession of marijuana for persons under the age of 18. Provides
that persons under the age of 18 who are patients under the state-sponsored medical marijuana program shall not be
subject to this provisions of the proposed legislation.

There will be an indeterminable decrease in local fund revenues to local governmental entities. The proposed legislation
removes all fines from the penalties for the conviction of the possession of marijuana for persons under the age of 18.
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