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There will be an increase in expenditures to local courts to the extent there is a significant increase in participants in drug
and specialty court programs as a result of the proposed law. Under current law participants enrolled in a drug court
program are placed under the supervision of the drug division program for a period of not less than 12 months and are
supervised by the probation department of the Department of Public Safety & Corrections. Under the proposed law,
participants will be placed under supervision for a period determined by the court, except for those participants convicted of
operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated. The proposed law will allow individuals with misdemeanor drug convictions to
enter the drug court program and be placed on supervision for less than 12 months. These individuals will be supervised by
Case Managers at the local court level. To the extent there is a significant increase in participants, local drug court programs
may need to hire additional Case Managers; thus, increasing costs. Drug courts are funded by the Louisiana Supreme Court,
which is funded through SGF appropriation.

Current law, relative to drug division probation programs, provides that in offering a defendant the opportunity to request
treatment, the court shall advise the defendant that he will be placed under the supervision of the drug division probation
program for not less than 12 months. Proposed law amends current law to provide that the court will determine the period
of time a defendant will be placed under the supervision of the drug division probation program, except that the probation
period for a defendant convicted of an offense relative to the operating a vehicle while intoxicated shall not be less than 12
months. Proposed law provides that if a defendant has been sentenced to complete a specialty court program, the defendant
may be placed on probation under the supervision of a probation office, agency, or officer designated by the court, other
than the division of probation and parole of the Department of Public & Corrections.

There will be an indeterminable increase in revenue to local courts to the extent there is an increase in participants in drug
court programs.  Supervision fees for the drug court program are determined by the court exercising jurisdiction.
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