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Proposed legislation enacts the Louisiana Criminal Forfeiture Process Act. Applies to the seizure and forfeiture of property
used in and derived directly from an act or omission punishable by confinement for more than one year. Creates the Pre-K to
Prosperity to Literacy Fund for the receipt of a portion of the disbursement of forfeited currency and sale proceeds.

There may be an indeterminable increase in statutorily dedicated funds from the Louisiana Public Defender Fund for the Louisiana Public
Defender Board (LPDB) and/or local expenditures for district public defender office as a result of the proposed law. Currently, LPDB does
not represent indigent defendants in civil asset forfeiture proceedings. The proposed law provides for the forfeiture proceedings to be a
part of the criminal trial, which will require the public defender to provide representation for the criminal charges and the forfeiture
proceedings. Depending on the workload and/or expertise of the attorney representing the indigent defendant, the district public defender
may be required to contract and/or hire additional staff to handle the forfeiture proceedings. LPDB will be required to contract with
attorneys to handle any appeals related to forfeiture proceedings.

Creating a new statutory dedication within the state treasury will result in a marginal workload increase for the Department of Treasury,
which can generally be absorbed within existing resources. However, to the extent other legislative instruments create new statutory
dedications, there may be additional material costs associated with the aggregate effort to administer these funds. The Treasury performs
fund accounting, financial reporting, banking, and custodial functions for 436 special funds. When unable to absorb additional workload
with existing resources, the Treasury anticipates that it will be required to add one T.O. position at a total personnel services cost of
approximately $73,000 plus approximately $2,450 for a one-time purchase of office equipment. These expenditures are assumed to be
SGF in this fiscal note.

There will be an indeterminable fiscal impact to state and local agencies as a result of the proposed law. HB 894 provides
for the disbursement of forfeited currency and sale proceeds under criminal forfeiture proceedings. However, the LFO is
unclear on how the proposed law will interact with existing civil asset forfeiture proceedings. The disbursement of forfeited
property under civil asset forfeiture is different than the criminal forfeiture proceedings under proposed law and may result
in some agencies receiving more or less revenue.
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