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Current law imposes a penalty of imprisonment at hard labor for not less than five nor more than forty (40) years for a
person who distributes or possesses with intent to distribute any detectable amount of fentanyl or its analogues or
carfentanil.  Current law makes optional a $50,000 fine imposed on offenders.

Proposed law amends present law to delineate (based on aggregate weight) penalties assessed for distribution or possession
with intent to distribute fentanyl or carfentanil. Proposed law amends present law to assess a penalty of imprisonment of no
less than five nor more than forty (40) years at hard labor for a person who distributes or possesses with intent to distribute
less than 28 grams of fentanyl or carfentanil and makes optional a fine of not more than $50,000. Proposed law adds to
present law a penalty of life imprisonment at hard labor without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence for a
person who distributes or possesses with intent to distribute  28 or more grams of fentanyl or carfentanil.

Proposed law will likely result in an indeterminable increase in SGF expenditures in the Department of Public Safety and
Corrections – Corrections Services (DPSC – CS) if a person is convicted of distribution or possession with intent to distribute
fentanyl and carfentamil. DPSC – CS reports that in 2022, there were 44 admissions with an average sentence length of 8.9
years and an expected serve time of 3.1 years. Proposed law would result in an increase of $9,632 annually ($26.39 daily
per offender per day x 365 days) for each year beyond 3.1 years for offenders housed at local facilities or $37,142.40
annually ($101.76 per offender per day x 365 days) for offenders housed at state facilities.

The exact fiscal impact of the proposed law is indeterminable because offenders who distribute or possess with intent to
distribute more than 28 or more grams of fentanyl or carfentanil are assessed a penalty of life imprisonment without benefit
of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. Without knowing the number of offenders who are convicted and ultimately
sentenced, and the length of time that offenders who are assessed life sentences will live, the amount that will be expended
in SGF is indeterminable.

Proposed law will likely result in an indeterminable increase in local revenues as a result of potential fines imposed for
conviction of distribution or possession with intent to distribute less than 28 grams of fentanyl or carfentanil. The fine
assessed for offenders convicted of distribution or possession with intent to distribute less than 28 grams of fentanyl or
carfentanil is a fine of not more than $50,000. The fiscal impact on local revenue is indeterminable because there is no way
to determine the exact fines that will be assessed or if it is assessed at all, in each instance in which an offender is
convicted.  The potential revenue will accrue to the local governing authority.
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Dual Referral RulesSenate House

13.5.1 >= $100,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S & H} 6.8(F)(1) >= $100,000 SGF Fiscal Cost {H & S}

13.5.2 >= $500,000 Annual Tax or Fee
                Change {S & H}

6.8(G) >= $500,000 Tax or Fee Increase
                or a Net Fee Decrease {S}


