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Purpose of Bill: This bill creates the River Parishes Juvenile Justice District (District) to provide assistance and
opportunities for certain juveniles in five Louisiana parishes (Ascension, Assumption, St. Charles, St. James, and St. John the
Baptist). The District will be managed by a 13-member commission who will serve without compensation and will have
various powers necessary to carry out its purposes, including the ability to levy taxes, acquire and operate facilities, and
approve employment contracts. The bill also establishes court costs for cases within the District as a means of financing its
operations, with a maximum of $5 for criminal cases, $5 for juvenile traffic violations, and $25 for juvenile delinquency
cases. These court costs shall become effective if and when the Judicial Council provides a recommendation that the court
costs meet the applicable guidelines in its report to the Louisiana Legislature.

The bill may have a significant impact on local fund expenditures, but the timing and amount of this impact is
indeterminable and will depend on the implementation of plans by the Commission.

We were unable to obtain the necessary data to provide an overall estimate of potential costs for the District. In order to
provide some information regarding the potential costs, we note that the Florida Parishes Juvenile Justice District incurred
costs of $9.7 million in fiscal year 2020. The census data for 2020 indicates that the parishes within the Florida Parishes
Juvenile Justice District had over twice the number of juveniles (144,755) when compared to the parishes within the
proposed District (65,418).

The bill may have a significant impact on local fund revenue, but the timing and amount of this impact is
indeterminable and will depend on the implementation of plans by  the Commission.

To generate revenue for the District, the bill authorizes the District to levy taxes, subject to voter approval, and creates
three court costs for specific cases within the District. We were unable to obtain the necessary data to provide an overall
estimate of potential revenue for the District. In order to provide some information regarding the potential costs, we note
that the Florida Parishes Juvenile Justice District received $10.3 million in fiscal year 2020, of which $9.3 million were from
property taxes and $250,000 were from court costs.
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