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Purpose of Bill: This bill authorizes the board of commissioners for any port district whose territorial limits include parishes
with a population of 57,000 to 57,400 and 68,000 to 73,000, according to the latest federal decennial census, to establish a
port and harbor police force. These police officers will have law enforcement powers similar to those of sheriffs, including the
power of arrest.

Currently, only the Twin Parish Port Commission meets the criteria established in this bill.

This bill may increase local government expenditures for the Twin Parish Port Commission by $50,000 annually.

An official with the Twin Parish Port Commission informed us that Commission expenditures may increase by approximately
$50,000 annually to hire an officer.

This bill may increase local government revenues for the Twin Parish Port Commission by $15,000-$20,000
annually.

An official with the Twin Parish Port Commission indicated that the Commission’s revenues could increase by approximately
$15,000-$20,000 annually because the police force will assist the Commission in better enforcing the Commission’s existing
ordinances/fees  (e.g. public boat launch fees).
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