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2023 Regular Session

HOUSE BILL NO. 398

BY REPRESENTATIVES ROMERO, ADAMS, AMEDEE, BACALA, BAGLEY, BOYD,
BROWN, BRYANT, BUTLER, CARRIER, ROBBY CARTER, CORMIER, COX,
CREWS, DAVIS, DESHOTEL, DUBUISSON, ECHOLS, EDMONDS,
EDMONSTON, EMERSON, FISHER, FREEMAN, FREIBERG, GEYMANN,
GOUDEAU, GREEN, HARRIS, HILFERTY, HORTON, IVEY, JENKINS,
TRAVIS JOHNSON, JORDAN, KERNER, KNOX, LAFLEUR, LARVADAIN,
LYONS, MCKNIGHT, MOORE, NEWELL, ORGERON, CHARLES OWEN,
ROBERT OWEN, PIERRE, PRESSLY, SCHAMERHORN, SCHEXNAYDER,
SCHLEGEL, SELDERS, ST. BLANC, STEFANSKI, TARVER, VILLIO, WHITE,
WILLARD, WRIGHT, AND ZERINGUE

1 AN ACT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 40:1486.2(D), (E), and (F) and to enact R.S. 40:1486.2(G),

3 relative to aircraft; to require each person being transported offshore by aircraft wear

4 a life jacket equipped with a personal locator beacon; to provide for an effective date;

5 and to provide for related matters.

6 Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

7 Section 1.  R.S. 40:1486.2(D), (E), and (F) are hereby amended and reenacted and

8 R.S. 40:1486.2(G) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

9 §1486.2.  State participation in and promotion of transportation of oil and gas

10 workers over water

11 *          *          *

12 D.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, any aircraft used

13 to transport offshore platform workers to and from the platform shall require each

14 person being transported to wear a life jacket equipped with a personal locator

15 beacon, as described in Paragraph (C)(1) of this Section.

16 E.  The DA or his designated representative shall maintain familiarity with

17 all Part 91, Part 133 and Part 135 regulations promulgated by the FAA pertaining to

18 over water helicopter operations, and may obtain and review all advisory circulars

19 of the FAA that relate to such over water helicopter operations in the state or
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1 adjacent to its shores, issued under those parts of the Federal Aviation Regulations

2 ("FAR").  Where appropriate, the DA or his designated representative shall promote

3 the adherence to the regulations and adoption of the HSAC recommended practices.

4 E. F.  The DA shall facilitate, as he deems necessary, information to the

5 director of operations of operators who provide over water flight services in the state

6 or adjacent to its shores, through publication on the Internet through an identifiable

7 link on the DOTD website, summaries or text of relevant new FAR and Advisory

8 Circulars published by the FAA or Recommended Practices published by HSAC.

9 F.(1) G.(1)  The DA shall publish a report to the legislature, directed to the

10 chairs of the House and Senate committees on transportation, highways and public

11 works, wherein the DA shall summarize and comment upon all of the following:

12 (a)  The previous year's developments in safe practices for operators who

13 provide over water flight services in the state or adjacent to its shores, as such safe

14 practices have evolved over the previous twelve months, through the federal and

15 industry organizations referenced in this Part.

16 (b)  Efforts made by the DA to ensure knowledge of all such practices by

17 operators within the industry.

18 (2)  The report shall be delivered to the committees no later than the first of

19 September, annually.  A copy of the report shall also be sent to the director of

20 operations of each helicopter operator known by the DA to be engaged in providing

21 over water flight services in the offshore oil and gas industry.

22 Section 2.  This Act shall become effective on January 1, 2024.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:  
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