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HB 256 Original 2024 Regular Session Horton

Abstract:  Requires parental consent for medical or surgical care or services performed on a minor,
except in cases of emergency. 

Present law provides that consent to the provision of medical or surgical care or services by a
hospital or public clinic, or to the performance of medical or surgical care or services by a physician,
licensed to practice medicine in this state, when executed by a minor who is or believes himself to
be afflicted with an illness or disease, shall be valid and binding as if the minor had achieved his
majority.

Proposed law clarifies that the age requirement provided in present law for the age of majority is the
age of 18. 

Proposed law requires parental consent for medical or surgical care or services performed on a minor
and executed by any healthcare professional licensed to practice in this state, except in cases of
emergency.

Proposed law clarifies that for the purposes of proposed law, a medical procedure shall not be
deemed an emergency if it is an elective procedure requested or suggested by either the physician
or minor.

(Amends R.S. 40:1079.1(A); Adds R.S. 40:1079.1.1)


