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Proposed law would remove all charges assessed for calls made by incarcerated persons or calls to persons accepting communications
from an incarcerated person in custody of the Department of Public Safety & Corrections (DPS&C). Proposed law would mandate that any
negotiations for procurement of telecommunications services by the DPS&C be conducted in accordance with and subject to provisions of
the Louisiana Procurement Code.

Proposed law would mandate that no contract for telecommunications services provided to a person incarcerated and in the custody of the
DPS&C include any provisions which authorize charges to the incarcerated person or to the person accepting communications from the
incarcerated person.  Proposed law also provides the definition of telecommunication service.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure.

Proposed law would have no effect on expenditures associated with securing a system of telecommunications services for incarcerated
persons and persons accepting communications from incarcerated persons. The current system of telecommunications services provided
by DPS&C is one that is administered by Securis Technologies, a private corporation which has an existing contract with DPS&C-CS that is
slated to end March 8, 2024, if not renewed. DPS&C advises that a new contract with Securis Technologies is currently being negotiated,
but it has not yet been finalized. According to the DPS&C - CS, it estimates costs to administer any new system of telecommunications
services at $1.5 M, which is equivalent to the existing amount it already contracts with Securis Technologies to provide the service.
Considering this, there would be no impact on governmental expenditures with enactment of proposed law.

Note: While proposed law does not directly impact state governmental expenditures, it does eliminate self-generated revenues used to
support certain functions within the DPS&C-CS. The total loss of revenues to support these expenditures is indeterminable (see Revenue
Explanation). To the extent that the legislature continues to fund activities in DPS&C-CS supported by these revenues at the same or a
diminished level in subsequent fiscal years, the funding sources supporting the base expenditures must be replaced by SGF or another
revenue source to supplant the loss of SGR expenditures. These activities would compete for annual SGF resources along with other
significant SGF supported services and activities of the state.

Proposed law will likely result in an annual decrease of $5.3 M in SGR to the Department of Safety & Corrections - Corrections Services
(DPS&C-CS). This estimate was based on an average of the last five years of telephone commissions generated by the DPS&C-CS using
the existing system. The system of telecommunications services provided by Securis Technologies is one in which variable rates are
assessed for collect, debit, and prepaid calls made by incarcerated persons to persons accepting communications from an incarcerated
person. The resulting collections are SGR, in the form of telephone commissions, 70% of which is allocated to Securis Technologies, while
30% is allocated to DPS&C-CS. The exact fiscal impact of proposed law to SGR is indeterminable because there is no way to determine
the number of calls that will be placed by inmates during any year, the length of those calls, the resulting telephone commissions that will
be generated, and how much SGR will be lost by DPS&C-CS by eliminating telephone commissions from calls made by incarcerated
persons or calls to persons accepting communications from an incarcerated person. For informational purposes only, for the last five
years, telephone commissions have varied from $5.8 M in FY 20, $6 M in FY 21, $5.4 M in FY 22, and $4.1 M in FY 23.
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Provides relative to payphones and communications for incarcerated individuals
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