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Current law provides that a contradictory bail hearing may be held prior to setting bail for a person in custody charged with domestic
abuse battery, violation of protective orders, stalking, or any felony offense involving the use or threatened use of force or a deadly
weapon upon the defendant’s family member, household member, or dating partner; orders the contradictory hearing to held within five
days from the date of determination of probable cause, exclusive of weekends and legal holidays. Proposed law mandates that no bail is
set for arrests for sex offenses or felony crimes of violence until a magistrate has made a determination as to whether contradictory bail
hearing requirements apply; allows any magistrate with the authority to fix bail to request that a law enforcement agency having custody
of a defendant provide the magistrate with the defendant’s criminal history in order to determine whether contradictory bail hearing
requirements apply; mandates a contradictory bail hearing be held prior to setting bail for a person in custody charged with a sex offense
or felony crime of violence (with a prior conviction for or charged with a sex offense or felony crime of violence and released pursuant to a
bail undertaking for a sex offense or felony crime of violence); requires an order for a contradictory hearing to be held within 5 days of
making determination on bail, exclusive of weekends and legal holidays; provides definitions for sex offense and felony crime of violence.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure.

Local courts may experience an increased workload related to the number of contradictory bail hearings that will be
conducted. While the proposed law mandates that contradictory bail hearings be held prior to setting bail for a person in
custody charged with a sex offense or felony crime of violence (with a prior conviction for or charged with a sex offense or
felony crime of violence and released pursuant to a bail undertaking for a sex offense or felony crime of violence), there is
no way to determine the number of contradictory hearings that will be conducted with its enactment. The LFO presumes
that local courts can absorb any projected increase in workload using existing staff and resources.

Proposed law may result in an indeterminable increase in local revenue to Sheriffs’ offices, as it mandates a contradictory
bail hearing prior to setting bail for a person in custody for a crime of violence (with a prior conviction for or charged with a
sex offense or felony crime of violence and released pursuant to a bail undertaking for a sex offense or felony crime of
violence). Proposed law has the effect of increasing the number of crimes and the number of instances in which
contradictory bail hearings must be conducted, which will potentially increase the amount of revenue collected by local
Sheriffs after decisions on bail are made by the courts. The exact fiscal impact to local Sheriffs is indeterminable, because
there is no way to determine the number of contradictory bail hearings or collections associated with bail amounts that will
be assessed by the courts with enactment of the proposed law.

The Legislative Fiscal Office has requested details from the Louisiana Sheriffs’ Association on historical collections of bail and
potential revenue impact (positive or negative) on local Sheriffs. The LFO will provide this information as it becomes
available.
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