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The reporting requirements in proposed legislation are expected to lead to an increase in state governmental expenditures. The scope of
the proposed survey will result in additional workload for the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) and the Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education (BESE) in the first two quarters of FY 25, but specific costs are unknown at this time. LDOE currently collects several
reporting items enumerated in proposed legislation; however, the department reports evaluations to determine its ability to collect and
report on a few of the items is ongoing. The LFO will continue work with the department and this fiscal note will be revised to reflect any
updated information once it has been received and reviewed.

Proposed legislation permits BESE to develop an ESA program based on the report’s findings, and upon approval of such program, to
promulgate rules necessary for its implementation. Based on information provided to the LFO, the cost to develop an ESA program is
estimated to total $1.8 M. This cost includes $261,726 for LDOE to create one (1) Education Program Consultant (EPC) 4 ($84,989 base
salary, $37,098 related benefits, and $16,500 operating expenses) and one (1) Budget Analyst (BA) 4 ($74,235 base salary, $32,404
related benefits, and $16,500 operating expenses). The EPC 4 will be responsible for the implementation of the program, policy and
guidance development, partner/vendor management, and public outreach. The BA 4 will manage the fiscal portion of the program and, in
collaboration with other LDOE finance staff and/or the external vendor, ensure that the program has appropriate fiduciary accountability.
This estimate also includes the cost to develop a system for parents to direct account funds to participating schools and service providers
by electronic or online funds transfer. Based on previously implemented systems, LDOE estimates a one-time setup cost of $1 M. Setup
includes working with a vendor to design a process for review and approval of expenditures, a payment process, and to develop program
reports. The department reports an additional $500,000 will be required to cover communications costs to promote the program.

Proposed legislation permits LDOE and BESE to use available state funds to perform the duties enumerated in the bill; however,
implementation of the LA GATOR program is contingent upon the annual appropriation of funds by the legislature for the
purposes of the program.

Proposed legislation creates the Louisiana Giving All True Opportunity to Rise (LA GATOR) Scholarship Program, a universal education
scholarship account (ESA) program for students in grades K-12. Provides for legislative intent in regards to the purpose of the program.
Requires the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE), in coordination with the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) to
conduct a comprehensive survey on educational resources and to report the results of such survey to legislature no later than 12/01/24.
Authorizes BESE to use these findings to develop the LA GATOR program and authorizes the board to promulgate rules upon approval of
the program by a majority of its membership. Permits LDOE and BESE to use any available public funds to meet the requirements of
proposed legislation but restricts implementation of an approved ESA program subject to a specific appropriation of funds by the
legislature each year.

This fiscal note is updated to reflect Amendments Set #2655 proposed in the Senate Finance Committee. on 4/29/24.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
REVENUE EXPLANATION

EXPENDITURE EXPLANATION

Creates the Louisiana Giving All True Opportunity to Rise (LA GATOR) Scholarship Program to provide educational savings
accounts for parental choice in K-12 education. (See Act)
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