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The proposed measure is anticipated to increase expenditures from SGF and Dedications out of the TOPS Fund for the Taylor
Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS) by an indeterminable, yet potentially significant amount resulting from the
increase in students who might qualify for a TOPS award based on the new alternative initial eligibility requirements and
expansion to all home study students regardless of approval status. The actual amount needed will vary from year-to-year
based on the number of student awards and which institution the student enrolls.

The new pathway created in the proposed law does not take into account a composite score from the ACT test; however,
this is one of the deciding factors that determines the award level received by a student. Without the consideration of an
ACT score, it is assumed all home study students would only be eligible for a TOPS Opportunity award. To the extent this is
the case, beginning with the 2024-25 academic year, there would be a corresponding nominal savings to the state resulting
from students who would have received a Performance or Honors award, which provides a $400 or $800 annual stipend in
addition to the Opportunity amount. In the academic year 2022-23, 64 home study students received an Honors award and
82 received a Performance award. This amounts to $51,200 ($800 x 64) in Honors stipends and $32,800 ($400 x 82) in
Performance stipends, which would not have been paid in that year under the proposed scenario.

Additionally, in current law, a student who previously attended a public or approved nonpublic school must begin an
approved home study program before the end of tenth grade in order to qualify for TOPS. The proposed legislation does not
retain this requirement and opens up the potential for a student to begin a home study program at any point in their high
school career. This could result in a student who might not meet standard TOPS eligibility to begin a home study program at
the end of their senior year and subsequently qualify for an award. As an illustrative example of the potential impact, of the
2022-23 graduating class, 13,098 did not meet eligibility requirements for TOPS based on core curriculum, GPA, and/or ACT
score. If 1,000 of these students pursued the path proposed and received an award, it would result in a $5.4 M increase in
costs to TOPS based on the average Opportunity award level ($5,393 annually). The actual amount of students who would
pursue this alternative path is unknown.

Present law provides Taylor Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS) awards to students graduating from a public school,
approved non-public school, or approved home-study program. Proposed law would create new alternative eligibility
requirements for all home study students regardless of approval status. Beginning with students who complete a home study
program in the 2023-24 school year, proposed law would require these students to be U.S. citizens, Louisiana residents,
have no major criminal convictions, and meet the admission criteria of the postsecondary institution they wish to enroll in
order to qualify for a TOPS award.

There will likely be an increase in SGR revenues at postsecondary institutions due to the enrollment of additional students
who now qualify for a TOPS award or a higher tier award as a result of this measure.
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