
RÉSUMÉ DIGEST

ACT 470 (HB 319) 2024 Regular Session Newell

Existing law (R.S. 18:534) provides that an established polling place may only be changed
by a vote of the parish governing authority and only before the opening of qualifying for a
general election or the 46th day prior to an election exclusively for propositions.  Further
provides that the parish president may change the location of the polling place after the
specified dates due to an emergency caused by an act of God or when privately owned
property being used as a polling place becomes unavailable through no fault of the governing
authority.

Existing law provides that when a parish governing authority or parish president changes the
location of a polling place, the governing authority shall give adequate notice of the change
of the location to each voter registered to vote at that polling place and to each candidate to
be voted on at that polling place, if applicable.  Provides that notice shall be given to the
candidate immediately, that signage and an employee of the parish governing authority shall
be stationed at the former polling place, and that the notice shall be published in the official
journal of the parish or other newspaper of general circulation, time permitting.

Existing law requires the governing authority to inform the secretary of state of all polling
place location changes.

New law requires the parish governing authority or parish president to include the reason for
the change with his notice of the change of a polling location.

Existing law requires the secretary of state to list polling place location changes on his
website and authorizes the parish election officials, including the registrar of voters and clerk
of court, to publish polling place location changes on their websites.  Requires each website
to include instructions on how a voter may subscribe to receive electronic notifications of
polling place location changes.

New law requires the secretary of state to also list the reason for polling location changes on
his website as provided by the governing authority and to provide the list of polling place
changes in a sortable format.  Authorizes the parish registrars of voters or clerks of court who
maintain a website to publish a list of polling place location changes within the parish and
the reason for each change on their websites and provide a clearly visible link to the list on
the secretary of state's website.

Effective July 1, 2025.

(Amends R.S. 18:536(A)(intro. para.) and (C))


