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Present law authorizes the Secretary of the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) to establish the Louisiana
Catch and Cook Program to allow retail food establishments to prepare fish from recreational licensed fishermen or alligator
hunters. Proposed law expands the eligibility to include licensed charter captains. Proposed law introduces a $20 annual fee
that LDWF, in conjunction with the Louisiana Charter Boat and Restaurant Association can use to promote the program.
Finally, the proposed law introduces stricter labeling rules, requiring the date, time, name, and address of the fishermen.

Proposed law requires the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) to expand the Catch and Cook Program to include
licensed charter captains and introduces a $20 fee. Proposed law would require LDWF to move this permitting process to the
commercial licensing section to allow for revenue to be collected. The department asserts that minimal operational expenses
would be incurred to accomplish this such as staff time, printing, and postage fees. The department anticipates that all
operational expenses can be absorbed with its existing operating budget.

Proposed law introduces a $20 fee for the Catch and Cook Permit, these funds will be used to promote the Catch and Cook
Program. Currently, six restaurants maintain this permit, which would generate $120 annually. Proposed law may result in
an increase in Charter Captains purchasing the permit from LDWF, which would result in a corresponding increase in
revenue. Any such increase is speculative and indeterminable, but likely minimal.
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