
Fiscal Note
LEGISLATIVE FISCAL OFFICE

Date:
Dept./Agy.:

Fiscal Note On: HB 697307 HLS 25RS

HENRY, CHANCEAuthor:

Subject:

Statewide for Public Assistance
Verification of Citizenship for Public Benefits

April 29, 2025 9:19 PM

ORIGINALBill Text Version:
Opp. Chamb. Action:

Proposed Amd.:

Sub. Bill For.:

Analyst: Anthony Shamis

Proposed legislation is anticipated to increase expenditures for the Division of Administration ($170,000), Louisiana State
University ($336,255), Louisiana Community and Technical College System ($490,000), and the Department of Children and
Family Services ($320,000) for verification/reporting of citizenship of applicants for public benefits by a total of $1.3 M based
on information provided below in FY 26 and subsequent years. A detailed explanation by agencies that responded with a
fiscal impact is provided below.

Division of Administration (DOA) ($170,000 Federal):
DOA reports an anticipated increase in Federal expenditures of $170,000 associated with the Louisiana Office of Community
Development-Disaster Recovery (LOCD-DR) incurring costs associated with verification of citizenship status and ICE
reporting requirements with disaster assistance programs.

An existing full-time LOCD-DR specialist position will be tasked with creating policies and procedures, ensuring
implementation, and overseeing processes for compliance and reporting (estimated at 25% of workload). The estimate is
based on a salary of $60,000, plus related benefits. The total cost is estimated to be $20,000 annually. DOA also anticipates
an additional $150,000 per year for increased time that the state’s contracted program manager is projected to spend on
verifying citizenship/immigration status, increasing administrative costs.

See EXPENDITURE EXPLANATION on page 2

Proposed law requires that a state agency or political subdivision shall verify that each applicant that applies for federal,
state, or local public benefits is a citizen of the United States. The state or political subdivision shall make every reasonable
effort to verify an applicant’s citizenship or immigration status. Upon failure to verify citizenship or determination that the
applicant is not a citizen of the United States, the state agency or political subdivision shall: (1) Refer the applicant’s
information to the US Immigration and Customs Enforcement; (2) terminate any recurring federal, state, or local public
benefits.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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Louisiana State University (LSU) ($336,255 SGF):
LSU anticipates the need for the following positions (Salary and Related Benefits): LSU A&M - one (1) full-time Senior
International Student Advisor position to satisfy the reporting requirements related to this legislation. LSUE - one (1)
additional full-time position for vetting information and filing required by proposed legislation. HSCNO - one (1) full-time
coordinator position for vetting and reporting information to comply with requirements. HSCS - one (1) full-time coordinator
position for vetting and reporting information to comply with requirements. LSU Ag. Center - one (1) additional full-time
position due to increased workload from proposed legislation. HCSD - anticipated 20% of an FTE to assist in vetting and
reporting required by this legislation. A 2% merit increase is calculated in the out years. All other resources needed to meet
the requirements of the bill are currently in place, including federally compliant software, equipment, and space.

The Louisiana Community and Technical College System (LCTCS) ($490,000 SGF):
LCTCS reports an anticipated increase in expenditures of roughly $490,000 associated with the requirement to verify the
citizenship of students enrolled at LCTCS colleges. This will require access to the federal Systematic Alien Verification for
Entitlements (SAVE) system, which costs $3.10 per case. LCTCS currently has roughly 158,000 total applicants for offered
programs annually (158,000 applicants X $3.10 per case = $489,800).

Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) ($134,400 SGF and $185,600 Federal):
DCFS anticipates an increase in expenditures of $320,000 ($134,400 SGF and $185,600 Federal) for one-time system
updates in the Louisiana Integrated Technology for Eligibility (LITE) system ($250,000) for Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP), Family Independence Temporary Program (FITAP), and Kinship Care Subsidy Program (KCSP)
to verify U.S. citizenship or satisfactory immigration status along with developing a new reporting and tracking system. The
Access system ($70,000) will also require updates to develop a new monthly extract interface for information exchange
related to person demographics, citizenship status, alien status, and valid investigations.
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