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Current law provides for a list of offenses that are designated as crimes of violence. Proposed law adds the offense of second degree
cruelty to elderly and persons with infirmities to the list of crimes of violence; adds second degree cruelty to the elderly and persons with
infirmities as predicate felonies to first degree or second degree murder; creates the crime of second degree cruelty to elderly and persons
with infirmities; provides for definitions, exceptions, and penalties; provides that treatment by a caregiver in accordance with a well-
recognized spiritual method of healing, in lieu of medical treatment, shall not for that reason be considered the intentional or criminally
negligent mistreatment of a person with an infirmity, an adult with a disability, or an adult who is elderly and shall be an affirmative
defense; assesses a sentence of imprisonment at hard labor for no more than 40 years for those convicted of second degree cruelty to
elderly and persons with infirmities, and for those convicted of second degree cruelty to elderly and persons with infirmities that results in
the death of an elderly or infirmed person, imprisonment at hard labor for not less than five years nor more than 40 years, with five years
of the sentence of imprisonment being served without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence.

Proposed law may result in an indeterminable increase in SGF expenditures in the Department of Public Safety and Corrections –
Corrections Services (DPS&C – CS) if a person is convicted of second degree cruelty to elderly and persons with infirmities. Proposed law
creates the crime of second degree cruelty to elderly and persons with infirmities, and adds it to the class of crimes considered crimes of
violence, which requires offenders to serve 85% of the imposed sentence before parole eligibility. Proposed law also expands the
circumstances under which first and second degree murder can occur. The exact fiscal impact of the passage of this legislation is
indeterminable, since it is not known how many people will be convicted or the length of sentences imposed on those who are convicted as
a result of the proposed law. The maximum imprisonment term for second degree cruelty to elderly and persons with infirmities is no
more than 40 years. The maximum sentence of imprisonment for first degree murder can include capital punishment or life imprisonment
at hard labor without the benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence, while the sentence for second degree murder is life
imprisonment at hard labor without the benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence.

For those convicted, sentenced, and then subsequently housed in a state facility, DPS&C-CS will sustain expenditures of $107.60 per
offender per day. For those convicted, sentenced, and then subsequently housed in a local facility, DPS&C-CS will sustain expenditures of
$29.39 per offender per day. DPS&C-CS advises that impacts on offender populations are anticipated to impact the number of offenders
held in local facilities, and in managing its offender population, it seeks to fill all beds in state facilities first, then assigns overflow
offenders to local facilities.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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