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2026 Regular Session

SENATE BILL NO. 314

BY SENATOR SELDERS 

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH. Provides relative to community psychiatric support and
treatment (CPST) services. (gov sig)

1 AN ACT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 37:2724(B)(2)(a), relative to community psychiatric support and

3 treatment services; to provide for limited scope certified social worker license to

4 provide CPST services; to provide for applicability; to provide for an effective date;

5 and to provide for related matters.

6 Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

7 Section 1. R.S. 37:2724(B)(2)(a) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

8 §2724. Qualification; certified social worker

9 *          *          *

10 B. *          *          *

11 (2)(a) At the end of the three-year certification period, a certified social

12 worker who has provided CPST services pursuant to R.S. 40:2162 and who meets

13 all the qualifications for licensure as a licensed master's social worker except for the

14 provisions of R.S. 37:2707(A)(3) shall petition the board at least sixty days prior to

15 the expiration of the certificate for an extension of the certification for the limited

16 purpose of providing CPST services as defined in R.S. 40:2162. Any certified social

17 worker whose three-year certification period expired in calendar year 2025
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1 shall be allowed to avail themselves of the rights provided for in this Paragraph.

2 Any certified social worker who had a certification expire in calendar year 2025

3 shall have it renewed immediately to allow the individual to proceed with the

4 CPST extension request provided for in this Paragraph.

5 *          *          *

6 Section 2. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not

7 signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become law without signature

8 by the governor, as provided by Article III, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If

9 vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become

10 effective on the day following such approval.

The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument, were prepared by Senate Legislative Services.
The keyword, summary, and digest do not constitute part of the law or proof
or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

DIGEST
SB 314 Engrossed 2026 Regular Session Selders

Present law requires any individual rendering any components of CPST services, except for
assessment and treatment planning components, to be a fully licensed mental health
professional, a provisionally licensed professional counselor, a provisionally licensed
marriage and family therapist, a licensed master social worker, a certified social worker, or
a psychology intern from an American Psychological Association approved internship
program.

Present law adds that individuals who have been issued a limited scope CSW license may
also provide CPST services in the same manner as a provisionally licensed professional
counselor, a provisionally licensed marriage and family therapist, or a certified social
worker.

Present law provides that at the end of the three-year CSW certification period authorized
by the La. State Board of Social Work Examiners, any CSW who has provided CPST
services in accordance with present law and who provides certain information to the board
shall be issued an limited scope CSW license that authorizes the certified social worker to
solely provide CPST services.

Proposed law provides that any CSW whose three-year certification period expired in
calendar year 2025 shall be allowed to apply for the limited scope license provided for in
present law.

Proposed law further requires that the board shall renew the certification of any certified
social worker who had a certification expire in calendar year 2025 so they may proceed with
the CPST extension request provided for in present law.

Effective upon signature of the governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.

(Amends R.S. 37:2724(B)(2)(a))
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Summary of Amendments Adopted by Senate

Committee Amendments Proposed by Senate Committee on Health and Welfare to
the original bill

1. Removes the requirement for the CSW to petition the board for an extension
request at least 60 days prior to the expiration of certification.
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