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Extends surviving spouse benefits for a reserve officer killed in the line of duty

Present Law provides for financial security of surviving spouses and dependent children of law enforcement officers where
such officers suffer death from either: (1) Traveling to or from a public safety emergency or was responding to a request for
law enforcement assistance regarding the health, safety, or welfare of the public, or (2) Traveling to or from their residence
and their authorized work area while using a law enforcement vehicle provided by their employing agency.

Proposed law retains present law and extends survivor benefits to the beneficiaries of a reserve or auxiliary officer.

EXPENDITURES 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 5 -YEAR TOTAL
State Gen. Fd. $250,000 SEE BELOW SEE BELOW SEE BELOW SEE BELOW $250,000
Agy. Self-Gen. $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ded./Other $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Federal Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Local Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Annual Total $250,000 $250,000
REVENUES 2026-27 2027-28 2028-29 2029-30 2030-31 5 -YEAR TOTAL
State Gen. Fd. $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Agy. Self-Gen. $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ded./Other $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Federal Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Local Funds $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
lAnnual Total $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

EXPENDITURE EXPLANATION

Proposed law may result in an indeterminable increase to SGF expenditures. To the extent that such law enforcement officer
deaths occur under the described circumstances, expenditures will increase by a fixed amount of $250,000 plus $50,000 for
each dependent child pursuant to R.S. 40:1665.2(C)(1). For purposes of estimating the expenditure exposure to the
state fisc, this fiscal note assumes one eligible death with no dependent children totaling $250,000 in FY 27.

Per statute the death benefit is to be paid by the Office of Risk Management (ORM) from the Self-Insurance Fund. ORM
receives an SGF Appropriation to pay such benefits. The actual increase in expenditures will depend on the number of
reserve or auxiliary officers who suffer death from either: (1) Traveling to or from a public safety emergency or was
responding to a request for law enforcement assistance regarding the health, safety, or welfare of the public, or (2)
Traveling to or from their residence and their authorized work area while using a law enforcement vehicle provided by their
employing agency.

The Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement (LCLE) reports that currently there are approximately 3,000 active reserve
peace officers. Since auxiliary officers serve on a volunteer basis, the LCLE is unable to provide an accurate estimate for the
number of individuals currently working in this capacity.

ORM reports that over the past fifteen years only four claims for survivorship benefits were submitted for reserve / auxiliary
law enforcement officers. Across these claims, two such requests have been denied. However, these denials did not involve
either of the two scenarios contemplated in proposed law.

REVENUE EXPLANATION
There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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