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Proposed legislation requires the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) to perform compliance, monitoring, and review activities
related to school-based prekindergarten programs beginning in FY 27. This workload is not anticipated to require additional positions or
funding beyond what was originally appropriated to the department pursuant to Act 409 of the 2025 RS.

Act 409 required nonpublic prekindergarten programs to be licensed as early learning centers. Proposed legislation instead allows
approved nonpublic elementary schools to operate prekindergarten programs if they meet existing academic standards and substantially
comply with child safety and welfare standards provided in present law. Parents must be provided notice that such programs are school-
operated, are not licensed as early learning centers, and are not subject to federal daycare regulations.

Proposed legislation requires BESE to establish child-to-staff ratios for school-based prekindergarten programs through rulemaking and
authorizes waivers under certain circumstances. The legislation also provides for DOE monitoring and enforcement activities and
authorizes certain nonpublic schools to demonstrate compliance through a BESE-recognized accrediting or monitoring organization or
through LDOE review and approval. Certain tribally operated schools and certain privately funded nonpublic prekindergarten programs are
exempt from specified monitoring requirements.

LDOE reports that the work required under proposed legislation can be supported using the eight positions and total funding of $877,792
originally appropriated to the department as a result of Act 409. The LFO cannot independently verify whether all positions and associated
funding are necessary to implement the provisions of proposed legislation. To the extent they are not required, LDOE may realize a
reduction in workload and associated expenditures.

Proposed legislation expands BESE authority to approve nonpublic pre-K programs that meet existing curriculum requirements and
substantially comply with child safety and welfare standards. Removes the requirement that approved nonpublic pre-K programs be
licensed as early learning centers and instead requires parental notification that such programs are not subject to federal daycare
regulations. Requires BESE to establish child-to-staff ratios for school-based pre-K programs through rulemaking and authorizes waivers
under certain circumstances. Applies child safety and welfare standards to public and certain nonpublic pre-K programs connected to
elementary schools, provides for DOE monitoring and enforcement, and expands the definition of “camp” to include certain programs
serving children age three and older, including Vacation Bible Schools, religious camps, and specified after-school or weekend programs.
Provides exemptions from certain monitoring requirements for qualifying nonpublic schools, tribally operated schools, and certain privately
funded nonpublic pre-K programs. Allows approved nonpublic pre-K programs to demonstrate compliance through a BESE-recognized
accrediting or monitoring organization or through LDOE review and approval. Authorizes BESE to revoke approval of a pre-K program if
student health, safety, or welfare is jeopardized.

Eliminating the licensing requirement for nonpublic pre-kindergarten programs would reduce LDOE SGR by an estimated $6,350 annually
(254 programs at $25 each).
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