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There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure.  The Department of
Education and the Department of Children and Family Services will incur indeterminate but insignificant costs associated with
rule changes.

This legislation does not mandate a pre-kindergarten program for three year olds.  It authorizes the creation of a program at
the option of local public school districts or nonpublic elementary schools.  To the extent that any school or system creates
such a program, it would incur increased costs and the need to identify an alternate means of financing the program.
Traditional pre-kindergarten programs for four year olds are funded through state allocations from the legislature, with funds
deposited into the LA4 Program from various sources including the State General Fund, Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF), and federal funds and grants.

Funds deposited into LA4 cannot be used to provide services to children under the age of four under existing law.  Some
school systems utilize grants from the Louisiana Quality Education Support Fund - 8(g) to support or supplement pre-
kindergarten programs.  As with LA4, 8(g) funds cannot be used for children under the age of four years.  Some school
systems utilize federal Title 1 allocations to fund or partially fund pre-kindergarten programs.  Title 1 funds are allocations or
grants to schools or school districts with a high percentage of students from low-income families.  These funds could be used
for a three year old pre-kindergarten program but would require the school to prioritize its finite allocation of Title 1 funds to
do so.  The Legislative Fiscal Office does not anticipate additional TANF funds would be available for use by three year old
programs, as the allocation of those funds are insufficient to fully fund the state’s four year old pre-kindergarten program at
the current time.

Public and nonpublic schools could identify or authorize local revenues, grants, donations or tuition financing in order to fund
a pre-kindergarten program for three year olds.

The proposed legislation authorizes nonpublic elementary schools to develop and offer pre-kindergarten instruction as is 
allowed in public schools.  The legislation requires a child to be six years old on or before September 30 of the calendar year
in which the school year begins to enter first grade in both public and private schools.  This requirement exists in current
statute for public schools but will be a new for nonpublic elementary schools.  For both public and private schools, the
proposed legislation provides that the minimum age for entry into a pre-kindergarten program shall be three years younger
than the minimum age to enter first grade, thus providing that a child may enter at the age of three. 

To the degree that existing programs providing services to three year olds are converted into recognized pre-kindergarten
programs, the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) would cease licensure activities related to those facilities.
Any fee revenue generated by DCFS would no longer be collected.  DCFS reports the anticipated impact to be insignificant.
Local school systems could choose to identify local funding options or charge tuition based fees to fund pre-kindergarten
programs for three years old.
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13.5.1 >= $100,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S&H} 6.8(F)1 >= $500,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S}
6.8(F)2 >= $100,000 Annual SGF Cost {H&S}

13.5.2 >= $500,000 Annual Tax or Fee
                Change {S&H}

6.8(G) >= $500,000 Tax or Fee Increase
                or a Net Fee Decrease {S}


