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Fiscal Note

Present law requires every motor vehicle registered in this state to bear a valid safety inspection certificate issued in the
state of Louisiana.  Provides that no person shall make, issue, or knowingly use any imitation or counterfeit of an official
certificate of inspection.  Further provides that any person who commits this act shall be subject to a criminal penalty
including a fine of not more than $500, imprisonment for not more than six months, or both.  Further provides that such
person shall also be subject to a civil penalty of not more than $1,000.  Proposed law repeals the provision of law which
subjects any person who makes, issues, or knowingly uses any imitation or counterfeit of an official certificate of inspection
to criminal and civil penalties.  Creates the crime of forgery of a motor vehicle inspection certificate and provides criminal
penalties for the commission of the offense of imprisonment for not more than five years, a fine of not more than $5,000, or
both.

The proposed legislation may result in an indeterminable increase in state general fund expenditures if a defendant is
convicted of forgery of a motor vehicle inspection certificate.  The exact fiscal impact of the passage of this legislation is
indeterminable, since the legislation creates a new crime and it is not known how many individuals will be convicted of the
crime.  However, any offender sentenced to the custody of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections increases
expenditures by $24.39 per day per offender in local facilities.  Therefore, for any offender convicted of this crime, it would
cost the state $8,902 annually (1 offender x $24.39 per day x 365 days).

To the extent that offenders are sentenced and housed in state facilities, the cost per day per offender is $47.74.  Therefore,
for any offender convicted of this crime, it would cost the state $17,425 annually (1 offender x $47.74 per day x 365 days).

There is no anticipated direct material effect on state revenues as a result of this measure.  However, any revenue generated
through the imposition of fines as a result of conviction would accrue to local government entities. 
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EXPENDITURE EXPLANATION

Creates the crime of forgery of a motor vehicle inspection certificate and provides criminal penalties for the commission of
such offense
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