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SLS 13RS-243 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2013
SENATE BILL NO. 239

BY SENATOR WARD

FIRE PROTECTION. Provides relative to the West Baton Rouge Parish Fire Protection
District No. 1. (gov sig)

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 40:1503 (A)(6), (B), (E)(1), (F)(1) and (2), (H)(3) and (5), (1)(5),
(6)(a), (9)(a) and (K)(1) and (3)(c), and to enact (M) relative to West Baton Rouge
Fire Protection District No. 1; to provide for certain powers of the board of
commissioners; to provide for the allocation of certain revenues; to provide specific
dates to recal culate assessments; and to provide for related matters.
Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 40:1503 (A)(6), (B), (E)(1), (F)(1) and (2), (H)(3) and (5), (1)(5),
(6)(a), (9)(a) and (K)(1) and (3)(c) are hereby amended and reenacted, and (M) is hereby
enacted to read as follows:
§1503. West Baton Rouge Parish Fire Protection District No. 1; creation;
subdistricts; boards; powers, duties, and functions

A. When used in this Section, the following terms have these meanings:

* * *

(6) “Peticejury* " Council” means the West Baton Rouge Parish Pettee-3dury

Council.
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B. Inadditionto other authority granted by law, the West Baton Rouge Parish
Peteedury Council may create afire protection district in the manner and subject
to the limitations and restrictions contained in this Section. The district shall be
designated as"West Baton Rouge Parish Fire Protection District No. 1" and include
two or more fire protection subdistricts.

E.(1) Notice of intention to create the district shall be ordered by resolution
of the petteetury council only if concurred in, by resolution, by each municipal
governing authority in the parish. The resolution shall state that al of the parish
shall be within the district and set forth the boundaries proposed for the subdistricts.
Thenotice shall statethat the petteettiry council shall, in open session, on adateand
at an hour and place named, proceed to create the proposed district.

F.(1) At the place and time specified in the notice provided for in Subsection
E, the petieettry council shall hold a public hearing concerning the creation of the
proposed district and the proposed boundaries of the subdistricts. At this hearing,
the peteettry council may change the boundaries of the proposed subdistricts.

(2) After the hearing, the petteettry council may adopt an ordinance creating

the district and fixing the boundaries of each subdistrict. The ordinance shall:

te) Provide that the entire area of any municipality shall be included within

one subdistrict.

ey (b) Provide that any areaannexed by amunicipality that isnot within the
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same subdistrict as the annexing municipality shall be included within the same
subdistrict as the municipality. The pehteettry council shall adopt an ordinance

changing the boundaries of the subdistricts only to the extent necessary to comply

with this Subparagraph.

H. The board, as governing body of the district, shall:

* * *

(3) Allocate funds to the subdistricts as provided by orediranece [aw.

(5) Have the district's books and records audited by a certified public
accountant annually. The accountant shall make awritten report of his audit to the
board, the peteetury council, and to each municipal governing authority.

* * *

|. The board, as governing body of the district may:

* * *

(5) With the concurrence of the peteeitry council and each—munictpat
goeverathgrabthortty by majority vote of the member s of the board, submit to the

qualified electors of the district, in amanner provided by law, a proposition to levy
agpecial tax of not morethan ten millson the dollar for aperiod of not morethan ten
yearsfor the purpose of providing fire protection servicewithin thedistrict. The cost
of the election shall be borne by the district.

(6)(a) With the concurrence of the peheettry council and eachmuntctpat
goverathgadthority by a majority vote of the member s of theboard, establish, by

majority vote of the members of the board, a service charge or rates of service
chargesto be assessed personsoccupying residential or nonresidential structuresand
persons owning unoccupied structures located wholly or partly within the district as

customers of the district, subject to the provisions of Subparagraph (b) of this
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Paragraph. The service charges or rates of service charges shall be equal for all
customers and shall be framed so as to cover and shall be used for the costs of fire

protection service within the district.

* * *

(9)(a) With the concurrence of the peheettry council and each-muntetpat
goverathgadthortty by amajority vote of the member sof theboard, submit to the

qualified electors of the district, in amanner provided by law, a proposition to levy
within the district a sales and use tax not exceeding one percent, which tax may
exceed the limitation set forth in Article VI, Section 29(A) of the Constitution of

Louisiana

K.(1) If no municipality is included within the subdistrict, the petieetary
council shall be the governing body of the subdistrict.

* * *

(3) The governing body of each subdistrict shall:

(c) Have the subdistrict's books and records audited by a certified public
accountant annually. The accountant shall make awritten report of his audit to the
board, peteetury council, and to each municipal governing authority.

* * *

M. Therevenuesof thedistrict shall beallocated among the subdistricts

by a for mula which shall utilize the official Unites States Census data and the

Property Value Assessments deter mined by the parish assessor.

(1) Thepopulation of each subdistrict shall bedivided by thetotal parish

population, with the result being deemed the proportional population of the

subdistrict.

(2) The total assessed value of all assessed and exempt property lying

within the boundaries of the subdistrict shall be divided by the total assessed

value of all assessed and exempt property in the parish, with the result being
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deemed the proportional assessed value of the subdistrict.

(3) The sum of the proportional population of the subdistrict and the

proportional assessed value of the subdistrict shall bedivided by two, with the

quotient being the proportional allocation of the subdistrict.

(4) Each subdistrict shall beallocated that proportion of ther evenues of

thedistrict equatingtoitsproportional allocation, except asotherwiseprovided

heren.

(5) Thecalculationsprovided for herein shall beperformed and certified

by the collector for parish sales and use taxes.

(6) The proportional allocation of the subdistricts shall be recalculated

as follows:

(a) By July 1, 2013, and thereafter as provided for in this Par agr aph.

(b) By Junethirtieth in the year following the conduct of each federal

decennial census.

(c) By Junethirtieth in the year following the completion of any parish

wide property reassessment, but not less than on a quadr ennial basis.

(d) By June thirtieth in the year following any change in subdistrict

boundaries, including changes occasioned by the creation or dissolution of a

subdistrict, an expansion or retraction of municipal boundaries, or otherwise.

(7) Except as otherwise provided, the proportional allocation of the

subdistricts shall remain in effect from July first in the year of the calculation

until such time asthe proportional allocations are recalculated.

(8) The collector for parish sales and use taxes shall distribute the

revenues of the district in accordance with the proportional allocation of the

subdistricts.

Section 2. ThisAct shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not
signed by the governor, upon expiration of thetimefor billsto become law without signature
by the governor, as provided by Article 111, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If

vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legidlature, this Act shall become
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effective on the day following such approval.

The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part
of the legidative instrument, were prepared by Michael Bell.

DIGEST

Present law creates and provides for West Baton Rouge Parish Fire Protection District No.
1

Proposed law changes the wording of "West Baton Rouge Police Jury" to "West Baton
Rouge Parish Council”.

Present law provides for concurrence of the police jury and each municipal governing
authority to submit to the qualified electors of the district, aproposition to levy a special tax
of not more than 10 millsfor providing fire protection service within the district.

Proposed law providesfor concurrence of the council and by amajority vote of the members
of the board to submit to the qualified electors of the district, a proposition to levy a specia
tax of not more than 10 mills for providing fire protection service within the district.

Proposed law providesfor revenues of the district to be allocated among the subdistricts by
aformulawhich shall utilize the official Unites States Census data and the Property Value
Assessments determined by the parish assessor.

Proposed law provides for the sum of the proportional population of the subdistrict and the
proportional assessed value of the subdistrict are to be divided by two, with the quotient
being the proportional allocation of the subdistrict.

Proposed law provides that each subdistrict will be allocated that proportion of the revenues
of the district equating to its proportional allocation, except otherwise provided by law.

Effective upon signature of the governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.

(AmendsR.S. 40:1503 (A)(6), (B), (E)(2), (F)(1) and (2), (H)(3) and (5), (1)(5), (6)(8), (9)(a)
and (K)(1) and (3)(c); and enacts (M))
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