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This legislation may result in an increase in state general fund expenditures within the Supreme Court and the La.
Commission of Law Enforcement (LCLE) as well a decrease in state general fund expenditures in the Office of Juvenile Justice
(OJJ) of $7,078,091; however the exact fiscal impact of this legislation is indeterminable.  This legislation reduces the
number of grounds for entry of juvenile status offenders and their families into the formal families in the need of services
(FINS) court proceedings from 10 grounds to three grounds: (1) a child under 10 years of age has committed any act which
if committed by an adult would be a crime under any federal, state, or local law; (2) a child has been found incompetent to
proceed with a delinquency matter under law; (3) a child poses a safety risk to others by demonstrating a serious threat of
physical harm to family members or other caregivers or has been alleged to have committed a delinquent act.  Juvenile
status offenders are children who violate laws that define how young people should behave or engage in non-criminal
misbehavior.

Presently, local FINS offices (under the Supreme Court) may request, or district attorney files, a petition to refer cases to
formal FINS proceedings (court involved) from the informal FINS process (prejudicial).  By limiting referrals to the formal
FINS proceeding to only three grounds, the legislation appears to assign all formal FINS proceedings with non-delinquent
high-risk grounds to the informal FINS process.  In the FY 14 Executive Budget, state general fund savings of $7,078,091 is
reflected in OJJ as a result of reducing the number of children locked up in detention or residential facilities.  According to the
Supreme Court, it anticipates increased costs in the judicial district that would need additional resources to provide the
needed supports and services to juvenile status offenders and oversight by the FINS Assistance Program (FINS-AP).  To the
extent that supports and services are not available through the Louisiana Behavioral Health Partnership (LBHP) and the
Coordinated System of Care (CSoC) networks, the Supreme Court anticipates a significant cost may be associated with
identifying and coordinating sufficient resources and services that meet the needs of juvenile status offenders and their
families.  Also, according to LCLE, the agency anticipates increased state general fund costs of $391,362 for increased
monitoring at the 12 existing Truancy Assessment Centers since the proposed legislation requires a monitoring and
evaluation program for all parishes with truancy and assessment and service centers.

Present law provides 10 grounds for entry of status offenders and their families into the families in need of services (FINS)
court proceeding: (1) a child is truant; (2) a child is ungovernable; (3) a child is a runaway; (4) a child has repeatedly
possessed or consumed intoxicating beverages; (5) a child has committed an offense (gambling, cigarettes, etc.); (6) a child
under ten years of age has committed any act which if committed by an adult would be a crime; (7) a caretaker has caused,
encouraged, or contributed to the child’s delinquent behaviors; (8) a caretaker has willfully failed to attend a meeting to
discuss the child's truancy, repeated violation of school rules, or other serious educational problems of the child; (9) a child
has been found incompetent to proceed with a delinquency matter; (10) a child found to have engaged in cyber bullying.
Proposed law allows only 3 grounds for the formal FINS process: (1) a child under ten years of age has committed any act
which if committed by an adult would be a crime; (2) a child has been found incompetent to proceed with a delinquency
matter; and (3) a child poses a safety risk to others or has alleged to committed a delinquent act.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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