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Fiscal Note

Proposed bill provides for the Revenue Estimating Conference (REC) to include all funds as defined by Article VII, Section 10
(J) of the Constitution, which defines funds as the state general fund and dedicated funds deposited into the state treasury.
Proposed bill provides that to the extent that money supporting appropriations consists of the balance in any fund, the REC
estimate of such balance shall be certified by the state treasurer. Proposed bill provides that any money the conference may
designate as nonrecurring money available for appropriation from any source that has not been available for appropriation
for the preceding 2 fiscal years or which will not be available for appropriation for the succeeding 2 fiscal years. Proposed bill
provides that the executive budget and the appropriations bill shall not include recommendations for appropriations from any
fund in excess of the official forecast of money available for appropriation from that fund. Effective July 1, 2013.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure. To the extent the
legislation ultimately results in the REC estimating monies from all dedicated funds, there may be a significant increase in
workload for the Office of Planning and Budget and the Legislative Fiscal Office as there are over 400 statutorily dedicated
funds.  Economists in these offices currently present a forecast for the state general fund and only a small number of
dedicated funds. The extent of the additional workload will depend on the forecasting/projection methods employed.

This bill further provides that the general appropriation bill and other appropriation bills shall not appropriate any funds that
are not part of the official revenue forecast. Thus, there could likely be fewer resources available for operating expenditures
unless such resources have been considered by REC and designated as recurring resources.

Proposed bill provides that the REC designate as nonrecurring money available for appropriation from any source that has not
been available for the preceding 2 fiscal years or which will not be available for the succeeding 2 fiscal years. To the extent
this law was currently in place, some significant examples of funding resources supporting the FY 14 budget that could be
designated as nonrecurring include: $47 million - various property sales, $100 million - Morial Convention Center.

Note: The same item can be deemed nonrecurring and recurring in subsequent periods. For example, if Morial Convention
Center resources are utilized again in FY 15, based upon the proposed bill these resources would likely be deemed as
recurring by the REC because it would be 3 fiscal years in a row the state budget has utilized Convention Center resources
(FY 13 - $20 million, FY 14 - $100 million proposed).
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Provides with respect to the development of the budget
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John D. Carpenter
Legislative Fiscal Officer

Dual Referral Rules Senate House

13.5.1 >= $100,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S&H} 6.8(F) >= $500,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S}

13.5.2 >= $500,000 Annual Tax or Fee 
                Change {S&H}

6.8(G) >= $500,000 Tax or Fee Increase
                or a Net Fee Decrease {S}


