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Medicaid expenditures (SGF & Federal match) are anticipated to decrease by an indeterminable amount to the extent that
dual billing for eye exams by both optometrists and ophthalmologists is eliminated.  Currently, dual eye exams are required
and billed by Medicaid providers when a patient is referred by an optometrist to an ophthalmologist for surgery. With the
proposed legislation, only the optometrist will bill Medicaid for the eye exam and permitted surgical procedure without the
need for referral to an ophthalmologist and a second billable eye exam.  These savings will depend on the number of
Medicaid patients seeking treatment from their optometrists and the number of optometrists that opt to perform ophthalmic
surgical procedures as authorized by the LSBOE and this legislation.  The average Medicaid reimbursement rate for eye
exams performed without anesthesia is $67.97.  As such, depending on the number of Medicaid patients going to
optometrists newly performing these surgeries, Medicaid would save an average of $67.97 per patient. 

DHH suggests that there will likely be a utilization increase in ophthalmic surgeries by expanding eligibility to a new provider
group now that certain procedures can be performed by optometrists.  Any utilization increase will result in a corresponding
increase in Medicaid expenditures, which works to offset savings generated.

SGR expenditures are anticipated to increase by a nominal amount within the LA State Board of Optometry Examiners
(LSBOE) in order to promulgate rules relative to educational and competence criteria for optometrists to perform ophthalmic
surgeries as permitted by the legislation.  The LFO assumes these costs can be absorbed within the LSBOE’s FY 14 budget.

Note: There are approximately 400 optometrists currently licensed by the LSBOE.

Proposed law allows optometrists to perform ophthalmic surgical procedures and prescribe controlled substances with certain,
specific exceptions.

Proposed law also requires the LA State Board of Optometry Examiners (LSBOE) to promulgate regulations for educational
and competency criteria for optometrists to perform these procedures.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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