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Statutorily Dedicated Expenditures of the Criminal Identification and Information Fund may increase as a result 
of this measure.
     According to information received from the Department of Public Safety (DPS), this bill could increase the number of
authorized agent applications received because it would allow background screening businesses, that were previously
excluded, to submit an application to be an authorized agent.  However, DPS does not estimate a large number of
applications will be received due to the Louisiana domicile requirements in the bill.  Therefore, there may only be minimal
related costs.
     Also, according to DPS, the change in the type of background check from a criminal history name-based check to a
fingerprint-based criminal background check would require additional processing for the Bureau of Criminal Identification and
Information.  Name-based background checks do not require processing by the Bureau.  However, fingerprint-based criminal
background checks must be submitted to the Bureau and processed because it is the repository for all fingerprints.  DPS
informed us that the Bureau compares the prints to those in its database and files the results accordingly.  In the last 12
months, DPS estimates that authorized agents conducted approximately 100,000 name-based background checks. DPS
estimates that these will become fingerprint-based background checks under the proposed bill.
     According to DPS, the existing personnel would not be able to handle the additional workload; therefore, two additional
Criminal Records Analyst 3 positions would be needed to ensure that applications are processed timely and additional
fingerprint-based background checks are processed.  The Department has estimated annual expenditures ranging from
$112,000 per year to $118,000 per year related to the additional workload and additional hires.
     However, our analysis indicates that the workload could be decreased and processing time could be increased depending
on the number of electronic applications filed with the Bureau.  If the majority of applications filed are done electronically, it
could be possible that only one Analyst 3 is necessary and expenditures may be reduced by approximately one half.

Purpose of Bill:  To allow employees of background screening businesses to seek approval as an authorized agency to
perform background checks.  Currently, an individual must be a Louisiana licensed private investigator or detective.  The bill
would change that requirement to include employees of a background screening business as an alternative to being a
Louisiana licensed private investigator or detective (these additional applicants would have to be domiciled in Louisiana).
This measure also changes the type of background check from a name-based criminal history check to a fingerprint-based
criminal background check for nonlicensed persons and licensed ambulance personnel.

Assuming R.S. 40:1300.52 (B)(2) currently mandates a $26 fee to be paid to DPS for searching criminal history
records, there will be no direct fiscal impact to the Statutorily Dedicated Revenues of the Criminal Identification
and Information Fund as a result of the bill.

See page 2 for revenue discussion.

REVENUE EXPLANATION 
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Provides for authorized agents for purposes of criminal history checks on nonlicensed persons and licensed ambulance
personnel. (8/1/13)
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Continued Revenue Explanation:

Additional Information: DPS informed us that they do not currently collect this fee.  Therefore, they are estimating an inflow
of $2,600,000 annually as a result of this measure’s requirements for fingerprint-based background checks.  According to
DPS, the Office of State Police would collect $2,600,000 for the Statutory Dedicated Criminal Identification and Information
Fund if 100,000 fingerprint-based background checks are processed annually for $26 per check. 
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