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Fiscal Note

Proposed law authorizes the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries to establish a mooring program for vessels in the
Atchafalaya Delta Wildlife Management Area (WMA).  The department shall locate mooring pilings where appropriate within
the Atchafalaya Delta WMA and lease such pilings through a mooring program that includes assignment of such mooring sites
through a lottery system administered by the department and though a bid process for premium mooring sites as designated
by the department.  Provides that a maximum of 40% of the sites shall be made available through a bidding process and the
remainder shall be available though the lottery system.  Mooring fees for sites acquired through the lottery system shall be
$300 for two pilings or $500 for three or more pilings.  Creates the Atchafalaya Delta WMA Mooring account as a special
account in the Conservation Fund and all fees collected shall be deposited into the account.  All monies in the fund shall be
used solely for the development, construction, maintenance, and dredging of mooring sites in the Atchafalaya WMA.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure.  The Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries currently has the existing sites.

The proposed legislation would increase revenues to the newly created Atchafalaya Delta WMA Mooring account in the 
Conservation Fund, which is being created to manage and maintain mooring sites for public use at Atchafalaya Delta WMA.
The exact amount of revenue for the program is indeterminable at this time.  Currently there are between 65 and 75 mooring
sites depending on the vessel size.  A maximum of 40% of these sites will be leased through a bidding process and the 
remainder will be designated by lottery with the minimum set by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.  The minimum 
estimated increase in revenues would be $19,500 (65 sites at $300 per site) and the maximum estimated increase in
revenues would be $32,500 (65 sites at $500 per site).
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Provides for fees to be charged for mooring access in the Atchafalaya Delta WMA and creates the Atchafalaya Delta WMA
Mooring account in the Conservation Fund
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