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SLS 13RS-188 REENGROSSED

Regular Session, 2013
SENATE BILL NO. 42

BY SENATOR MORRELL

SPECIAL DISTRICTS. Provides relative to the New Orleans Regional Business Park.
(gov sig)

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 33:4702(B)(1), (2), (3), (4), (6), and (7), relative to Orleans
Parish; to provide relative to the governance of the New Orleans Regional Business
Park; to provide relative to the members of the board of commissioners and their
terms of office; to require the adoption of rulesand regulationsfor conducting board
business; to providefor vacancieson the board of commissioners; and to providefor
related matters.
Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 33:4702(B)(1), (2), (3), (4), (6), and (7), are hereby amended and
reenacted to read as follows:
84702. Board of commissioners; appointment and term; organization
B. (1) In order to providefor the orderly planning, devel opment, acquisition,
construction, and effectuation of the services, projects, improvements, and facilities
to be provided or furnished by the district, and to provide for the representation in

the affairs of the district of those persons and interests immediately concerned with

Page 1 of 8
Coding: Words which are strauek-throtgh are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and under scored are additions.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

SLS 13RS-188 REENGROSSED

SB NO. 42

and affected by the functions, operation, purposes, and devel opments of the district,
the New Orleans Regional Business Park shall be managed by a board of
commissioners comprised of qualified voters and Louisiana residents.

(2) The board shall be composed of twehve thirteen members who shall be

appointed as follows:

(a) The New-OrteansChamberof Commeree United StatesRepr esentative

who represents L ouisiana's second congressional district shall appoint one

member.

(b) The state representative senator whose representative senatorial district

isdefined in R.S. 24:35:5(A)(106) 24:35(A)(4) shall appoint one member.

(c) The state senator whose senatoria district is defined in R.S. 24:35:1as
bistrtet2 24:35(A)(3) shall appoint twoe-members one member .

(d) The state senator whose senatorial district is defined in R.S.

24:35(A)(1) shall appoint one member.

{eh)(e) Thecouncilpersonsefther epr esenting council district E, inwhichthe
New Orleans Regiona Business Park islocated, shall appoint one member.
te)(f) The mayor of the city of New Orleans shall appoint three members as

follows:. one member shall be appointed from alist of three names submitted

by the Vietnamese Initiatives in Economic Training, one member shall be

appointed from a list of three names submitted by the East New Orleans

Neighbor hood Advisory Commission, and onemember shall beappointed from

a list of three names submitted by the board of commissioners for the

Almonaster-Michoud I ndustrial District.

H(q) The state representativewhose representativedistrict isdefined in R.S.

24:35:5(A)(163) 24:35.2(99) shall appoint one member.

tey(h) ThestaterepresentativewhoserepresentativedistrictisdefinedinR.S.

24:35:5(A)(161) 24:35.2(100) shall appoint one member.

r epr esentativewhoser epresentativedistrict isdefined in R.S. 24:35.2(103) shall
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appoint one member.

one-member chairman of the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce, or his

designee.

(k) The board of commissioners for the Port of New Orleans shall

appoint one member.

(3)(a) Except for the ex officio board member in Subparagraph (2)(i) of

this Subsection, each board member shall serve aterm of two years.

(b) Any vacancy in the membership of the board occurring by reason of the
expiration of the term of office, or by reason of death, resignation, disqualification,
or otherwise, shal be filled by the respective nominating entity within sixty days
after receipt by such nominating entity of written notification of the vacancy. In the
event that the respective nominating entity failsto fill the vacancy within sixty days
after receipt of written notification of the vacancy, theboard shall appoint aninterim
successor to serve on the board until the position is filled by the respective
nominating entity responsiblefor the appointment of such member. If the board fails
to fill avacancy in its membership within the next sixty day period, the mayor shall
appoint such member. Any board member appointed by the board or mayor pursuant
to this Paragraph may be replaced at any time by the nominee of the appointing
authority.

) (c) Any member who has unexcused absences of fifty-percent-or+roreof

themeetirigs four consecutive meetings, regular and special, of the board in any

calendar year shall be disqualified and removed automatically from office and that
person's position shall be vacant, as of the first day of the succeeding calendar year.
Such vacated position shall be filled by the respective nominating entity for the

balance of the vacated term within fifteen days. The former member shall not be

nominated to the board or to serve on the board again.

(4) (a) A majority of themembersof theboard shall constituteaguorum
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for thetransaction of business. Theboard shall keep minutesof all regular and

special meetings and shall make them available to the public in confor mance

with law.

(b) The board shall adopt such rules and regulations as it deems

necessary or advisable for conducting its business and affairs, so long as such

rulesand regulationsdo not violatethe Code of Gover nmental Ethicsprovided

for in Chapter 15 of Title42 of thelL ouisiana Revised Statutesof 1950, and shall

engage such assistants and employees as are needed to assist the board in the

performanceof itsduties. It shall hold regular meetingsasshall beprovided by

its bylaws and may hold special meetings at such time and place within or

without thedistrict asmay be prescribed in itsrulesor regulations.

members-shatt-be-eligibte-forreappoitment: The members of the board shall

serve without compensation.

(b) Any member of the board appointed pursuant to Subparagraphs (2)(a)
through (h) of this Subsection may beremoved by hisrespective appointing authority
at any time, with er-witheut cause.

(c) No board member appointed pur suant to Subpar agr aphs(2)(a), (b),

(c), (f), or (q), of this Subsection shall sit on the board beyond the end of the

term of office of the appointing authority that appointed that board member

without being reappointed to theboard in the manner for which appointments

totheboard are provided for in Paragraphs (2) or (3) of this Subsection.

(7) (a) Nothing in this Part or any other provision of law shall be construed
to prohibit a member of the board from owning, operating, participating with, or
otherwise engaging in any transaction with a business entity located within the

district.
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(b) Nothing herein shall be construed to supercede the Code of

Governmental Ethics provided for in Chapter 15 of Title 42 of the L ouisiana

Revised Statutes of 1950.

Section 2. On the effective date of this Act, the terms of al members of the board
of commissioners of the New Orleans Regiona Business Park serving on such date shall
terminate, and the board shall be appointed in accordance with the provisions of this Act.

Section 3. ThisAct shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not
signed by the governor, upon expiration of thetimefor billsto become law without signature
by the governor, as provided by Article I11, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. |f
vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legidlature, this Act shall become

effective on the day following such approval.

The original instrument was prepared by Cathy R. Wells. The following
digest, which does not constitute a part of the legisative instrument, was
prepared by Michelle Broussard-Johnson.

DIGEST
Morrell (SB 42)

Present law creates the New Orleans Regional Business Park (NORBP) as a political
subdivision of the state for the purpose of stimulating industrial and commercial
development in Orleans Parish and the adjacent parishes. Provides for district boundaries.
Present law provides that the district is managed by a 12-member board of commissioners
with members who are qualified voters and La residents. Provides that the board is
composed as follows:

Q) Onemember appointed by the state representativewho representsHouse District No.
100.

2 Onemember appointed by the staterepresentativewho representsHouse District No.
101.

3 Onemember appointed by the state representativewho representsHouse District No.
103.

4 Two members appointed by the state senator who represents Senate District No. 2.

5) One member appointed by the councilperson of the council district in which the
NORBP islocated.

(6) Three members appointed by the mayor of the city of New Orleans.
() One member appointed by the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce.
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(8 One member appointed by the secretary of the Dept. of Economic Devel opment.
9 One member appointed by the board of commissioners of the Port of New Orleans.

Proposed law makes changes to the board's appointing authorities and membership and
increases board membership to 13. Retainsqualified voter and La. residency requirements
and additionally requires members to be district residents. Provides for the board to be
composed as follows:

Q) One member appointed by the U.S. Representative who represents Louisiana's 2™
congressional district.

2 Onemember appointed by the state representativewho representsHouse District No.
99.

3 Onemember appointed by the state representativewho representsHouse District No.
100.

4 One member appointed by the state senator who represents Senate District No. 3.
5) One member appointed by the state senator who represents Senate District No. 1.
(6) One member appointed by the state senator who represents Senate District No. 4.
@) One member appointed by the councilperson who represents Council District E.

(8 Three members appointed by the mayor of the city. One shall be appointed from
each list of nominations submitted by the Viethamese Initiatives in Economic
Training, the East New Orleans Neighborhood Advisory Commission, and theboard
of commissioners for the Almonaster-Michoud Industrial District.

9 Onemember appointed by the state representativewho represents House District No.
103.

(10)  The chairman of the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce or his designee.
(11) Theboard of commissionersfor the Port of New Orleans shall appoint one member.
Present law provides that board members shall serve three-year terms.

Proposed law reduces the term of office to two years, except for the ex officio board
member, and requires membersto serve without compensation. Additionally providesthat
on the effective date of proposed law, the terms of all members of the board serving on such
date shall terminate, and the board shall be appointed according to proposed law.

Present law providesthat if any vacancy is not filled by a nominating entity within 60 days
of written notification, the board shall appoint an interim successor until filled by the
nominating entity. Providesthat if the board failsto fill the vacancy within the next 60 days
then the mayor shall appoint such member. Provides that any member appointed by the
board or mayor may be replaced by the appointing authority at any time by the nominee of
the appointing authority. Proposed law retains present law.

Present law providesfor an automatic removal of any member who has unexcused absences
of 50% or more of the meetings. Provides that such vacated position shall befilled by the
nominating entity for the balance of the term. Proposed law provides for removal for
unexcused absences of four consecutive meetings.

Proposed law limits the amount of time the nominating entity has to fill the position. The
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vacant position must befilled within 15 days by the nominating entity. The former member
shall not be eligible to be nominated to the board or to serve on the board again.

Proposed law provides that a majority of the members constitutes a quorum for the
transaction of business. Further requiresthat the board keep minutes of meetings and make
them available to the public in accordance with present law.

Proposed law requires the board to adopt rules and regulations to conduct its business and
affairs, so long as such rules and regulations do not violate the Code of Governmental
Ethics, and further requires the board to engage assi stants and empl oyees as needed to assist
the board in performing its duties.

Present law provides that any member may be removed by his respective appointing
authority at any timewith or without cause. Proposed law changes present law by providing
that board members may only be removed by a mgority vote of the board with cause.

Proposed law provides that the term of office of any board member appointed by a
congressman, legislator, or councilperson beyond the end of the term of office of the
appointing authority. Provides that members may be reappointed in accordance with

proposed |aw.

Present law provides that no law shall prohibit a member of the board from owning,
operating, participating with, or otherwise engaging in any transaction with abusinessentity
located within the district.

Proposed law adds that nothing contained in present law as amended by proposed law shall
be construed to supercede the Code of Governmental Ethics.

Effective upon signature of the governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.
(Amends R.S. 33:4702(B)(1), (2), (3), (4), (6), and (7))

Summary of Amendments Adopted by Senate

Committee Amendments Proposed by Senate Committee on Local and Municipal
Affairsto the origina hill

1. Makes changes to the proposed membership of the board.

Senate Floor Amendments to engrossed bill

1. Adds the state senator from District 1 to the board.

2. Clarifies that members will serve two terms, except the ex-officio member.
3. Clarifies when and who shall appoint an interim successor when a board

vacancy OCCurs.

4, Changes when a board member is disqualified due to absences from having
50% or more of unexcused meeting absences to being absent four
consecutive meetings.

5. Addsthat aformer member shall not be nominated or eligibleto serve on the
board again.

6. Adds that rules and regulations adopted by the board must not violate the
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Code of Governmental Ethics.

7. Removes the provision allowing board members to serve on the board of a
private entity which enters into contracts with the district provided the
member did not receive compensation.

8. Addsthat nothing in proposed law shall be construed to supercede the Code
of Governmental Ethics.

0. Makes technical changes.
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