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HLS 13RS-772 ENGROSSED

Regular Session, 2013
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 113

BY REPRESENTATIVE TALBOT

MEDICAID: Requestsastudy of the most effective means by which toimplement federally
authorized cost sharing measures in the La. Medicaid program

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To authorize and request the Department of Health and Hospital sto study the most effective

means by which to implement federally authorized medical assistance cost sharing

measures in the Medicaid program of this state and to report its findings to the

legidlative committees on health and welfare.

WHEREAS, Medicaid constitutesthelargest single programmaticiteminthe budget
of this state; and

WHEREAS, the system of funding for the Medicaid program as currently structured
isunsustainable, and cost containment in thismajor assistance program isan urgent priority;
and

WHEREAS, in preliminary rules published in January 2013, the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services of the United States Department of Health and Human
Servicesproposed "to update and simplify the complex M edicaid premiumsand cost sharing
reguirements to promote the most effective use of servicesand to assist statesin identifying
cost sharing flexibilities' (78 Fed. Reg. 4595 (January 22, 2013)); and

WHEREAS, the rule defines "cost sharing” as "any copayment, coinsurance,
deductible, or other similar charge”; and

WHEREAS, the L egidature of L ouisianafindsthat cost containment measuresinthe
Medicaid program are essential means for enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness of

health care delivered to the population served by the program.
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of Louisiana does hereby
authorize and request the Department of Health and Hospitals to study the most effective
means by which toimplement federally authorized medical assistance cost sharing measures
in the Medicaid program of this state.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, in conducting the study, the department may
engage, collaborate with, and obtain information and perspective from providers,
stakeholders, and other groups with an interest or expertise in Medicaid financing and cost
containment.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the report shall consider and make
recommendations concerning policies which allow a provider to impose cost sharing as a
condition for delivering treatment.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the report shal consider and make
recommendati ons concerning minimization of theadministrative and financial impact of cost
sharing requirements on the department and on health care providers.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the report shall consider and make
recommendations concerning cost sharing policies which promote better health outcomes
by encouraging utilization of preventive and cost-effective services while discouraging
utilization of uncessary high-cost services.

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that the department shall providethefindingsof this
study in the form of awritten report to the House Committee on Health and Welfare and the
Senate Committee on Health and Welfare by February 1, 2014, or within six months of the
date that the final federal rule pursuant to the January 2013, preliminary ruleis published,
whichever is later.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the

secretary of the Department of Health and Hospitals.
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DIGEST

Thedigest printed below was prepared by House L egidative Services. It constitutes no part
of the legidativeinstrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Talbot HCR No. 113
Authorizes and requests DHH to study the most effective means by which to implement

federally authorized medical assistance cost sharing measures in the state's Medicaid
program and report its finding to the legidlative committees on health and welfare.
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