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HLS 14RS-1159 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2014
HOUSE BILL NO. 643

BY REPRESENTATIVE HOFFMANN

VITAL STATISTICS: Provides relative to the distribution of revenues generated by
issuance of certified copies of birth and death certificates

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 40:39.1(B)(1) and (2) and 40(2) and (3), relative to issuance of
certified copies of certain vital records; to provide for distribution of revenue from
vital records issuance among the Department of Health and Hospitals, the state
treasurer, and local clerks of court; to provide for monies collected by the
Department of Health and Hospitals and local clerks of court; to provide for monies
remitted to the state treasurer by local clerks of court; and to provide for related
matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 40:39.1(B)(1) and (2) and 40(2) and (3) are hereby amended and
reenacted to read as follows:
839.1. Certified copies of birth certificates and death certificates; clerks of district
courts; Vital Records Conversion Fund
B.(1) Theclerk of district court in each parish may issue certified copies of
short-form birth certificate cards and long-form birth certificates and death
certificates in accordance with rules promulgated pursuant to Subsection A of this
Section. In addition to fees collected for issuance of a birth record or desth

certificate as provided in R.S. 40:40, the clerk of court shall collect a fee of five
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dollarsfor ashort-form birth certificate and aithe twelve dollarsfor along-form birth
certificate or a desth certificate.

(2) Clerksshal pay tothe stateregistrar such amountsasarerequiredinR.S.
40:40. In addition, fetdr two dollars for each long-form birth certificate or death
certificateissued by each clerk of court shall be remitted to the state treasurer on the
tenth day of each month for deposit in the state treasury. The funds deposited shall
be credited to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund. Out of the funds remaining
in the Bond Security and Redemption Fund after a sufficient amount is allocated to
pay all obligations secured by the full faith and credit of the state which become due
and payable in any fiscal year, the treasurer shall credit to the Vital Records
Conversion Fund, hereby created, an amount equal to the funds deposited under the

provisions of this Section.

840. Feesfor certified copies
Fees for filing, searching, and furnishing copies of vital records shal be

determined as follows:

(2) A feeof eteven eight dollarsfor the issuance of a certified photocopy or
certified record of an original birth record, or "long-form" copy.

(3) A feeof ntnesix dollarsfor the issuance of an initial certified copy of a
death certificate sold to funera directors, and a fee of seven four dollars for al

subsequent issuances of the same death certificate.

* * *

DIGEST

Thedigest printed below was prepared by House L egidative Services. It constitutes no part
of thelegidativeinstrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Hoffmann HB No. 643
Abstract: Providesrelative to the distribution between state and local entities of revenues
generated by issuance of certified copies of birth and death certificates.
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Long-Form Birth Certificate - Feefor Certified Copy

Present law provides for atotal fee of $20 charged to arequestor for issuance of a certified
copy of along-form birth certificate, and for the following distribution of revenue from the
fee

(1)  $1ltothe stateregistrar of vital records.

(2 $9totheloca clerk of court, $4 of whichthelocal clerk of court isrequired to remit
to the state treasurer.

Proposed law maintains the level of the total fee charged to arequestor for a certified copy
of along-form birth certificate at $20, and revises present law to provide for the following
distribution of revenue from the fee:

Q) $8 to the state registrar of vital records.

2 $12 to the local clerk of court, $2 of which the local clerk of court is required to
remit to the state treasurer.

Long-Form Death Certificate - Feefor Certified Copy, First Issuance

Present law provides for atotal fee of $18 charged to a requestor for initial issuance of a
certified copy of along-form death certificate, and for the following distribution of revenue
from the fee:

(1)  $9tothestateregistrar of vital records.

(2 $9 tothelocal clerk of court, $4 of whichthelocal clerk of court isrequired to remit
to the state treasurer.

Proposed law maintains the level of the total fee charged to arequestor for a certified copy
of along-form death certificate at $18, and revises present law to provide for the following
distribution of revenue from the fee:

Q) $6 to the state registrar of vital records.

2 $12 to the loca clerk of court, $2 of which the local clerk of court is required to
remit to the state treasurer.

Long-Form Death Certificate - Feefor Certified Copy, Subsequent | ssuance

Present law providesfor atotal fee of $16 charged to arequestor for re-issuance, subsequent
tothefirstissuance, of acertified copy of along-form death certificate, and for thefollowing
distribution of revenue from the fee:

(1)  $7tothestateregistrar of vital records.

(2 $9totheloca clerk of court, $4 of which thelocal clerk of court isrequired to remit
to the state treasurer.

Proposed law maintains the level of the total fee charged to arequestor for a certified copy
of along-form death certificate at $16, and revises present law to provide for the following
distribution of revenue from the fee:

Q) $4 to the state registrar of vital records.
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(2 $12 to the loca clerk of court, $2 of which the local clerk of court is required to
remit to the state treasurer.

(Amends R.S. 40:39.1(B)(1) and (2) and 40(2) and (3))
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