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HLS 14RS-432 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2014
HOUSE BILL NO. 702

BY REPRESENTATIVE EDWARDS

SCHOOLS/CHOICE: Provides relative to eligibility of kindergarten students for
participation in the voucher program

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 17:4013(2)(a), relative to the Student Scholarships for
Educational Excellence Program; to provide with respect to eligibility of entering
kindergarten students in the voucher program; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 17:4013(2)(a) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
84013. Definitions
As used in this Chapter, unless otherwise clearly indicated, the following

terms mean:

(2) "Eligiblestudent” meansastudent who residesin Louisiana, isamember
of afamily with atotal income that does not exceed two hundred fifty percent of the
current federal poverty guidelinesasestablished by thefederal office of management
and budget, and who meets any one of the following criteria:

(@) Is entering kindergarten and has-enreted-nthetoca-school-systerm-n
whiteh the public school hewould have otherwise attended tstoeated received al etter

grade of "D" or "F" or any variation thereof for the most recent year pursuant to the

school and district accountability system. ertr-aschootundertheturisdictionof- the
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DIGEST

Thedigest printed below was prepared by House L egidative Services. It constitutes no part
of thelegidativeinstrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Edwards HB No. 702

Abstract: Limits kindergarten student eligibility for the voucher program; provides that
only kindergarten studentswho would have attended a" D" or "F" school areeligible.

Present law establishes a voucher program known as the Student Scholarships for
Educational Excellence Program.

Present law providesthat, to be eligible for avoucher, astudent shall residein La., shall be
amember of afamily with atotal income that does not exceed 250% of the current federal
poverty guidelines, and who meets any one of severa criteria.

Present law provides that an entering kindergarten student who has enrolled in the local
school system in which the public school he would have otherwise attended islocated or in
a school under the jurisdiction of the Recovery School District is eligible for the voucher
program.

Proposed law provides that an entering kindergarten student is eligible only if the public

school hewould have attended received aletter grade of "D" or "F* or any variation thereof,
for the most recent year pursuant to the school and district accountability system.

Present law provides that each local school system or the Recovery School District shall
conduct its annual kindergarten enrollment process and shall report such enrollment to the
department prior to the program enrollment process. Proposed law removes present |aw.

(AmendsR.S. 17:4013(2)(a))
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