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HLS 14RS-652 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2014
HOUSE BILL NO. 944

BY REPRESENTATIVE FANNIN AND SENATOR KOSTELKA

CURRICULA: Providesrelative to the high school career option program

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 17:183.1(A) and (C)(2), 183.2, 183.3(A)(2), (B), (C), and (D),
and 2925 and to enact R.S. 17:183.1(D), relative to the high school career option
program; to provide relative to requirements for a career major and related course
work; to provide that a career diploma be considered and recognized by all public
postsecondary education institutions and given the same status as aregular diploma
for purposes of the school and district accountability system; to providerelativeto
conditions to be met by a student pursuing a career major curriculum; to delete the
requirement for parental consent for a student to pursue such curriculum; to delete
certain requirements relative to pupil progression plans; to provide relative to
requirementsfor Individual Graduation Plansfor students; and to providefor related
matters.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 17:183.1(A) and (C)(2), 183.2, 183.3(A)(2), (B), (C), and (D), and
2925 are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 17:183.1(D) is hereby enacted to read as
follows:
§183.1. Purpose
A. Thepurpose of thisSubpart isto create acareer optionin Louisianashigh

schools which shall consist of an-aeademte-ma}

eotrsesand a career major comprised of challenging academic courses and modern

voeational career and technical studies.

* * *
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(2) A career diploma earned through a career major program and issued by

the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education shall be considered a

regular standard diploma and shall be recognized by all Louisiana public
postsecondary education instituti ons tneer-the-management-and-sapervison-of-the

D. A career diplomaissued to a student pursuant to this Subpart shall be

given the same status and recognition for purposes of calculations made pursuant to

the school and district accountability system required by R.S. 17:10.1, asisgiven a

reqular standard diploma issued by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary

Education. A school or school system shall not be penalized in any manner for

students who are issued a career diploma.

§183.2. Career option description
A. To prepare students for choosing acareer option at the high school level,
ingradessix through eight, teachers school sshall incorporate activitieswhich expose

students to career and technical and academic fields of study. Such activities may

include field trips, guest speakers, community services, and other activities sueh-as

othertsesoftechrotogy designed to introduce studentsto occupationsin demand in

Louisiana. At least six activities shall be conducted at each grade level during each
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€. B. Throughout high school, each student shall pursue the rtgereus

curriculum required for his chosen major by his school as and approved by the State
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education.

B C. Students shall be able to change from one major to the-ether another
at the end of any school year semester.
8183.3. Career mgjor; description; curriculum and graduation regquirements

A.

(2)(a) Each city, parish, and other local public school system shall develop
and offer one or more career major programs aligned to state and regional workforce

demands, pursuant to policies adopted subjeet-to-approvat by the State Board of

Elementary and Secondary Education. Hewever-any-such-school-systemmay be

(b) Schools, in partnership with local business and industry leaders, local

economic devel opment agencies, and postsecondary education |eaders, shall review

majors offered each year and expand offerings as appropriate, including courses

offered through articulation, dual enroliment, eerrespendence; industry training

programs, and techr
ana-compressed-video digital learning opportunities.
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B.(1) Studentsin acareer magjor program shall complete an academic core

of courses and a career and technical sequence of courses or approved training

programs that lead to an approved industry-based credential.

(2) The course requirements for the career major shall consist of the
following:

(a) Atleast four English credits, including one credit of English I, onecredit

of English Il and two additional eetitseseomparabte-ortdentical-to English eotrses
offered-by-thetotutsanaTechntca-Cottege,as credits approved by the State Board

of Elementary and Secondary Education.

(b) At least four mathematics credits, including one credit of Algebra I,

mathematies—eotrse—t+egtirements one credit of Geometry, and two additional

mathematics credits as approved by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary

Education.

(c) At least three two science credits, including one tit credit of Biology |
and two one additional eetirses science credit setectecHromratistof-screneecourses
retated-to-the—student's-chosen—careermafor—as approved by the State Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education.

(d) At least three two socia studies credits, including one trtt-ef-Amertean

credit of United States History and one adgitionat-course-setected-from—atistof

ancHree Enterprise-asprovidecHrR-S—17274-1 One-half credit of economics and

one-half credit of government may substitute for one credit of Civics.

(e) Atleast two creditsin Health and Physical Education.
(f) Atteastseven—ereditsi+n A series of career and technical education

courses or approved programs with end-of-course testing as appropriate and leading
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to a work or postsecondary education credential approved by the State Board of

Elementary and Secondary Education tretudingatteast-one-halcreditHracareer

(g) Additional electives or career and technical education courses required
by the city, parish, or other local public school board as and approved by the State

Board of Elementary and Secondary Education.

C. Eachcity, parish, and other local public school board seekingrtoestabhsh

acareermajor shall submit aproposed curriculum to the State Board of Elementary
and Secondary Education for approval. Such curriculum shall comply with the
provisions of Subsection B of this Section and the provisionsof R.S. 17:261 through
280.

D.4) A student who seeks to pursue a career mgjor curriculum dst shall
meet one of the following conditions:

@)(1) FhestudenthasHasfulfilled al of the requirements established by the
State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education and the city, parish, or other

local public school board where the student is enrolled for promotion to thentrth

grade high school.
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(2) Has fulfilled or is determined to be on track to fulfill the course

requirements set forth in Paragraph (B)(2) of this Section.

(3) Mesetsthe entry or admissions requirements set forth in the chosen career

major program.

§2925. Individua graduatienptans Graduation Plan

A.(1) treceordancewith-theprovistonsofR-S—17183:2by By the end of

the eighth grade, every student, with the assistance of his parent or other legal

gardtan custodian and school gtttlancepersonnel; counselor, shall begin to develop

an thdividualgraduation—ptan—to Individual Graduation Plan to guide the next

academic year's course work and to assist them the student in expl oring educational

and career possibilities and in making appropriate secondary and postsecondary
decisions as part of an overall eareer postsecondary plan.

(2) By theend of the eighth grade, each student's Individual Graduation Plan

shall list the required core courses to be taken through the tenth grade and shall

identify the courses to be taken in the first year of high school. Students who fail to

meet the standard for promotion to the ninth grade, pursuant to policies adopted by

the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, shall have any necessary

remedial courses included in their Individual Graduation Plan. The plan shall be

reviewed annually and updated as necessary to identify the courses to be taken each

year until all required core courses are completed.

(3) By theend of thetenth grade, each student's Individual Graduation Plan,

based on the student's academic record, talents and interests, shall outline high

school graduati on requirementsrel evant to the student's chosen postsecondary goals.

Each student, with the assistance of his parent or other legal gtardran custodian and
school gtttancepersonnel; counselor shall be-aHoewedto choose the high school

curriculum framework and related graduation requirements that best meets his
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postsecondary goals. Each student's thtdividta—graduation—ptan 1ndividual

Graduation Plan shall include the recommended sequence of courses for successful

completion of hisehesermaror a standard diploma that-atgns with-postseeondary

edueation;-tramtng,-and-the-workforee and shall be reviewed annually and updated
or revised as needed.

{3) (4) Thelndividual Graduation Plan trelivitduatgradtationptans shall be

sufficiently flexible to allow stuelents the student to change thetr his program of

study, yet be sufficiently structured to ensure that a the student will meet the high
school graduation requirementsfor his chosen major and be qualified for admission
to a postsecondary education institution or to enter the workforce.

&) (5) Each student'sitividaa-gradtationptan Individual Graduation Plan
shall be signed by the student, and his parent or other legal gtarelran: custodian, and

the school counsglor.

B. To provide a foundation for the development of thdtvidual-graduation

ptans the Individual Graduation Plan, schools shall provide career awareness and

exploration activitiesto all studentsin grades six through eight that create linkages
between what a student does in school and what he wants to achieve in life. Such
activities shall include career interest inventories and information to assist them in
the career decisionmaking process and may include job shadowing, job mentoring,

and job internships.

DIGEST

Thedigest printed below was prepared by House L egidlative Services. It constitutes no part
of thelegidative instrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Fannin HB No. 944

Abstract:  Provides relative to the high school career option program including
requirements for a career major and related course work. Provides that a career
diploma be considered and recognized by all public postsecondary education
institutions and treated the same as aregular diplomafor purposes of the school and
district accountability system. Provides relative to requirements for Individual
Graduation Plans.
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Present law relative to the high school career option program, provides for an academic
major (college prep. courses) and a career major (academic courses and modern vocational
studies). Proposed law deletes the reference to an academic major.

Present law requires the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) to
develop and adopt requirements for career major programs offered by school boards and to
issue acareer diplomato students who successfully complete such requirements. Provides
that a career diploma is considered a regular standard diploma and is recognized by
institutions under the Board of Supervisorsof Community and Technical Colleges (LCTCS
board). Proposed law retains present law except provides that a career diploma shall be
recognized by all La. public postsecondary educationinstitutions. Addsthat acareer diploma
be given the same status and recognition for purposes of calculations of the school and
district accountability system asis given aregular standard diploma and prohibits a school
or school system from being penalized in any manner for students who are issued a career
diploma.

Present law requires public school systems to develop and offer at least one career major
program, subject to BESE approval, and provides that any such system may be granted a
waiver by BESE for good cause. Proposed law instead requires such program to be
developed and offered by school boards pursuant to BESE policy and deletes the waiver
allowance.

Present law requires students in a career major program to complete an academic core of
courses and a career and technical sequence of courses and specifies course requirements.

Proposed law provides for various changes to and retentions of the career major course
requirements and allows for the completion of approved training programs that lead to an
approved industry-based credential in lieu of acareer and technical sequence of courses.

Present law requires a student seeking to pursue a career magjor curriculum to meet one of
the following conditions:

Q) Hasfulfilled al requirements established by BESE and thelocal public school board
for promotion to 9th grade.

2 Isat least 15 or will turn 15 during the upcoming school year and has scored at | east
approaching basic on certain LEAP tests and meets criteria established by the local
school system'’s pupil progression plan to enter the 9th gradeto pursue acareer major
curriculum. Such student must also complete a summer remediation program in the
subject area of any LEAP test component on which he scored at the unsatisfactory
level. A student who fails to satisfactorily complete summer remediation must
complete developmental courses (for credit) necessary to be prepared to undertake
the course work required for his chosen career major.

Requires BESE to certify that the pupil progression plan of each local school system that
promotes a student who did not meet 8th grade L EAP standards to the 9th grade contains
specified requirements. Requires astudent to have written permission of his parent or legal
guardian after consultation with a guidance counselor or school administrator and a
determination that participationinacareer major curriculum and pursuit of acareer diploma
is appropriate and in the student's best interest.

Proposed law del etes present |aw condition (2) aboveand instead requiresthat astudent have
fulfilled or beontrack tofulfill all of the course requirementsas specified in present law and
proposed law. Addsacondition that astudent may meet the entry or admission requirements
set forth in the chosen career major program. Deletes requirementsthat BESE certify pupil
progression plans and that a student have written permission from a parent or guardian.

Page 9 of 10

CODING: Wordsinstruekthrotgh type are del etionsfrom existing law; words underscored
are additions.



HLS 14RS-652 ORIGINAL
HB NO. 944

Present law relative to Individual Graduation Plans, requires students by the end of the 8"
grade, to develop a plan to help explore educational and career possibilities and to make
appropriate decisions as part of an overall career plan. Permits students to choose the high
school curriculum framework and related graduation requirements that best meet their
postsecondary goals. Provides that each student's plan shall include the recommended
sequence of courses needed for successful completion of his chosen career major and shall
be reviewed annually and updated as needed. Requiresthat astudent's plan be signed by the
student and his parent or other legal guardian. Proposed law retains present law except
requires the student to begin devel oping the plan by the end of the 8th grade as a guide for
the next academic year's course work and provides that the recommended sequence of
courses shall be as needed for successful completion of a standard diploma instead of a
chosen career mgjor. Adds that the plan list the required courses to be taken through 10th
grade; identify the coursesto betaken in thefirst year of high school; include any necessary
remedial coursesif the student failsto meet the standard for promotion to the 9th grade; and
by the end of the 10th grade, outline high school graduation requirements relevant to the
student’s postsecondary goals.

(Amends R.S. 17:183.1(A) and (C)(2), 183.2, 183.3(A)(2), (B), (C), and (D), and 2925;
AddsR.S. 17:183.1(D))
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