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HLS 14RS-3099 ENGROSSED

Regular Session, 2014
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 109

BY REPRESENTATIVE ALFRED WILLIAMS

HEALTH: Requeststhe Department of Health and Hospitals to study the use of a mode of
transportation other than an ambulance in a nonemergency situation

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

To authorize and request the Department of Health and Hospitals to study the feasibility,

desirability, and practicality of amode of transportation other than an ambulanceto

transport a patient in a nonemergency situation.

WHEREAS, an ambulance can be used to transport a patient to the site of medically
necessary health care in both emergency and nonemergency situations; and

WHEREAS, amode of transportation other than an ambulance may provide a safe,
reliable, and cost-effectivetransportation option for patientswho arenot inalife-threatening
situation or in need of immediate medical attention; and

WHEREAS, a mode of transportation other than an ambulance may be a feasible
option for a patient who needs no medical equipment; and

WHEREAS, amode of transportation other than an ambulance may also befeasible
for a patient who needs no medical monitoring or medical observation as confirmed by a
physician; and

WHEREASS, amode of transportation other than an ambulance may be more practical
for a patient who needs routine nonemergent transportation to or from a medical
appointment; and

WHEREAS, an alternative mode of transportation that is properly equipped and
staffed may also be a viable choice for a patient who is convalescent or otherwise bed

confined and does not require aid, care, observation, or treatment during transport; and
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WHEREAS, there may be a more cost-effective mode of transportation than an
ambulance for certain nonmergency medical situations; and

WHEREAS, itisincumbent upon the Department of Health and Hospital sto oversee,
regulate, and protect the health and welfare of the people of Louisiana; and

WHEREAS, it should be afundamental policy goal of the Department of Health and
Hospitalsto research thefeasibility of thetransport of nonemergent stretcher-bound patients
in alicensed, regulated, and properly equipped and staffed vehicle other than an ambulance
in amanner which does not compromise patient care or outcome; and

WHEREAS, the availability and costs of medical transportation services and the
needs of the people utilizing such services are of vital concern to the legislature.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legidature of Louisiana does hereby
authorize and request the Department of Health and Hospitals to study the feasibility,
desirability, and practicality of a mode of transportation other than an ambulance in a
nonemergency situation if the patient needs no medical equipment, needs no medical
monitoring or medical observation as confirmed inwriting by aphysician, and needsroutine
nonemergent transportation to or from amedical appointment and the patient isconval escent
or otherwise bed confined and does not require aid, care, observation, or treatment during
transport.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the department shall submit awritten report of
its findings and conclusions, including any recommendations for legislation relative to the
issue, to the legislature not later than sixty days prior to the beginning of the 2015 Regular
Session of the Legidlature of Louisiana.

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that asuitable copy of thisResol ution be transmitted

to the secretary of the Department of Health and Hospitals.

DIGEST

Thedigest printed below was prepared by House L egidlative Services. It constitutes no part
of thelegidativeinstrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Alfred Williams HCR No. 109
Authorizes and requests the Dept. of Health and Hospitals to study the feasibility,
desirability, and practicality of amode of transportation other than an ambulancein certain
nonemergency situations.
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