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The proposed legislation could reduce expenditures for the DOE review process by approximately half due to the process
being conducted primarily online.  These costs are paid for with self-generated revenues received from depository
transactions.  Normally, the cost of a review committee includes travel reimbursements in accordance with the state’s  travel
regulations (PPM 49) for lodging, meals and mileage. These costs also include substitute teacher reimbursement costs
associated with teachers serving on the review committee.  High volume submissions may require as many as 3 committees,
or 45 evaluators and cost an estimated $100,000 annually.  DOE estimated that online reviews will significantly reduce travel
costs, but not necessarily eliminate them altogether.  Further, there would be costs associated with stipend payments for
participating evaluators, although fewer evaluators will be used.  However, the DOE has currently suspended the textbook
review process and is conducting an informal review of instructional materials for English language arts and math.  As such,
current year expenditures are less than $100,000 cited above, thereby reducing the actual savings amount in FY16 and
beyond.   Additionally, utilizing the online process would no longer require providing hard copies of textbooks and
instructional materials in libraries around the state resulting in an additional savings.

There may be increased costs for local school districts which choose to utilize review committees as authorized by the
proposed legislation.  If committee members are reimbursed pursuant to PPM 49 there could be costs associated with these
meeting, however, assuming local review committees would be comprised of local educators, parents and stakeholders, those
costs are anticipated to be minimal.  Additionally, if school districts choose to purchase textbooks and other instructional
materials through the central depository instead of directly from the publisher depository contract service fees and costs
could increase the cost of the materials.

The proposed legislation provides a process for the review, adoption, procurement and distribution of free textbooks and
instructional materials at public schools and at all other schools under the jurisdiction of the Board of Elementary and
Secondary Education (BESE).  Requires the review process to be conducted entirely online and allows for public review and
comment.   Authorizes the governing authorities to establish policies for the adoption and use of materials other than those
available through the DOE. Requires school districts to include link to DOE online review process on their website.  Requires
the purchase and use of electronic textbooks and materials to the maximum extent possible.  Requires the Department of
Education (DOE) to support efficiencies by providing for bulk purchasing through state contracts whenever possible but
allows the governing authority to contract directly with publishers or other content providers.  Requires contracts to be
awarded on a competitive basis.  Requires the DOE to provide for a central depository for textbooks and other instructional
materials.    Effective upon governor's signature.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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Dual Referral RulesSenate House

13.5.1 >= $100,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S&H}

6.8(F)(1) >= $100,000 SGF Fiscal Cost {H & S}

13.5.2 >= $500,000 Annual Tax or Fee
                Change {S&H}

6.8(G) >= $500,000 Tax or Fee Increase
                or a Net Fee Decrease {S}

6.8(F)(2) >= $500,000 Rev. Red. to State {H & S}


