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HB 648 Reengrossed 2015 Regular Session Schroder

Abstract:  Provides relative to access by parents and teachers to assessments administered in public
schools.

Present law (R.S. 17:24.4(F)) requires standards-based assessments for required subjects (English
language arts, math, science, and social studies) to be implemented by the State Board of Elementary
and Secondary Education and administered in at least grades 3-11.  Provides that such assessments
be based on state content standards and rigorous student achievement standards comparable to
national student achievement levels.  Proposed law provides that a public school teacher review the
assessment results of any student he taught for the subject he taught in that school year and review
an individualized student assessment report that identifies the student's performance in each
assessment domain.  Requires local public school boards to adopt rules and policies for each school
to provide access to the student assessment results to a teacher.  Requires the school principal to
ensure that the school complies with such rules.  Otherwise retains present law.

Present law (R.S. 17:355) provides that a parent of a child attending a public elementary or
secondary school is entitled to:

(1) Review instructional materials used by or administered to the parent's child.

(2) Review any survey before it is administered or distributed by a school to a student.

Proposed law adds provision that entitles a parent to review each assessment administered to the
parent's child after the assessment is administered; otherwise retains present law.

Proposed law defines "assessment" as a state assessment administered pursuant to present law, which
requires measuring performance in relation to grade appropriate skills, state content standards, and
national educational indices.  "Assessment" does not include a national assessment that the state
Dept. of Education is prohibited by the assessment vendor from providing to a parent for review.

Proposed law requires the state Dept. of Education to provide for an assessment review period for
parents.  Requires that the assessment period begin no later than 10 business days following the
dissemination of assessment results to parents and requires it to be offered for at least 10 consecutive
business days.  Requires that the review be held at the department's main office during regular
business hours in the presence of the director of assessments or his designee.  Requires that the
parent be given a reasonable amount of time to complete the review not to exceed two hours. 
Permits the parent to review his child's assessment, answers, and results if he so chooses.



Proposed law prohibits the parent, during the review, from photocopying or photographing any
assessment item or question or making handwritten or typed notes that identify an assessment item
or question.  Provides that a parent who violates proposed law be fined not more than $10,000 and
may be required to reimburse the state Dept. of Education for any costs to replace any assessment
items or questions determined to no longer be secure due to the actions of the parent.

Proposed law requires the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education to promulgate rules
in accordance with the Admin. Procedure Act for the implementation of proposed law relative to the
review period.  Requires that such rules include certain components relative to notification to
parents, requirements for signed statements and information from parents, and time lines for
obtaining the assessments.

(Amends R.S. 17:355(D); Adds R.S. 17:24.4(F)(5) and 355(B)(3) and (E))

Summary of Amendments Adopted by House

The Committee Amendments Proposed by House Committee on Education to the original bill:

1. Change definition of "assessment" to specify that it does not include a national
assessment that the state Dept. of Education is prohibited from providing to a parent for
review.

2. Relative to teacher access to assessment results, limit such access to subjects the teacher
taught the student and add provision for review of individualized student assessment
reports.

3. Add provisions that provide for assessment review period for parents and to add penalties
for parents who violate the provisions of proposed law.

The House Floor Amendments to the engrossed bill:

1. Require that parents be given a reasonable amount of time to complete the review not to
exceed two hours.

2. Permit a parent to review his child's actual assessment, answers, and results.

3. Delete the six month imprisonment penalty for parents.

4. Add requirement that BESE promulgate rules for implementation of proposed law
relative to the review period and require that such rules include specified elements.


