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The proposed law will result in a one-time increase of approximately $260,000 for technology acquisitions in FY 17 and a
recurring expenditure increase  of an indeterminable amount in FY 17 and subsequent fiscal years for ballot mailings as
explained below. This bill repeals provisions giving requirements registered voters must meet in order to request an absentee
by mail ballot and allows any person who will be out of the parish the ability to request an absentee ballot.

The Secretary of State anticipates the need to update document scanners in 26 parishes at a cost of $10,000 per scanner, a
total one-time expenditure increase of $260,000, to handle the scanning of the increased volume of absentee ballots. The
department reports that all scanning of absentee by mail ballots occurs on election night and that the updated scanners are
necessary to maintain current election result reporting timelines without delays.

The Secretary of State anticipates a 20% to 30% increase of absentee ballot requests as a result of the proposed law based
upon outcomes in other states resulting from similar legislation. However, the increase of absentee ballot requests resulting
from the proposed legislation and the increased expenditures associated with them are indeterminable. For reference, in FY
15 the Secretary of State received 23,947 absentee by mail ballot requests. An increase between 20% and 30% would result
in an addition of between 4,790 (23,947 absentee ballots * 20%) and 7,184 (23,947 absentee ballots * 30%) absentee
ballots statewide. Currently the department mails absentee ballots at a cost of $1.28 per ballot. An increase of request
volume between 20% and 30% based upon the historical total of 23,947 absentee ballot requests would increase costs for
the department between approximately $6,131 (4,790 additional ballot requests * $1.28/ballot) and $9,196 (7,184
additional ballot requests * $1.28/ballot).

Proposed law repeals present law providing reasons for which a registered voter can request an absentee by mail ballot. 
Proposed law further provides that any person qualified to vote who expects to be out of the parish on election day may vote 
absentee by mail.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure. 
REVENUE EXPLANATION

EXPENDITURE EXPLANATION 

Allows any registered voter to vote absentee by mail without rendering a reason for requesting an absentee ballot. (8/1/16)
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