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Proposed law will eliminate revenues deposited into a statutory dedication that support significant budget authority and 
expenditures within the Dept. of Public Safety (DPS). To the extent that these activities continue, additional resources 
presumed to be state general fund would be necessary. Proposed law would allow state citizens to possess a concealed 
handgun without obtaining a permit. As a result of the citizenry’s ability to posses concealed handguns without a permit,
concealed permits would no longer be needed. Thus, the Concealed Handgun Permit Unit within DPS would not have to 
perform functions related to issuing handgun permits, causing expenses associated with the unit to decrease. The Concealed
Handgun Permit Unit funds its expenditures via revenues deposited in the statutorily dedicated Concealed Handgun Permit
Fund, which receives revenues via fees charged for concealed handgun permits. In addition, DPS uses the Concealed
Handgun Permit Fund to fund expenditures for other areas within the Department. For reference, the fund had a FY 16
beginning balance of approximately $3.35 M, with total revenues of $2.21 M as of March 2016 and a FY 16 appropriation of
$5.18 M department-wide. Total expenditures from the fund as of March 2016 are $4.63 M, leaving an encumbered balance
of approximately $934,000. HB 6 is the statutory companion to HB 4, which provides for a constitutional amendment to be
submitted to voters at the November 8, 2016, presidential election regarding the right to carry a concealed handgun without
a permit.

DPS would dissolve the Concealed Handgun Permit Unit if proposed law were enacted, realizing an expenditure reduction of
approximately $765,000 and 8 T.O. positions. For reference, the unit has a FY 16 appropriation of approximately $827,000
and 10 T.O. positions. DPS reports that the 2 remaining T.O. positions included in the unit that perform special officer
commissions would still be required and reassigned elsewhere in the department. If the proposed legislation is enacted, the
department anticipates needing additional SGF resources to fund these two Criminal Records Analysts 3 positions, each
carrying an estimated $37,000 in salary and $24,500 in related benefits, or a total annual expense of approximately
$103,000 ($51,500 total salary and related benefits * 2). However, if both positions perform duties associated with
concealed handgun permits and Special Officer Commissions, the LFO anticipates that only one position from the Concealed
Handgun Permit Unit may need to be transferred elsewhere in the department to continue functions associated with Special
Officer Commissions. (Expenditure Explanation cont. on Pg. 2)

Proposed law creates exception to present law prohibiting the carrying of a concealed firearm without a permit and
subsequent criminal penalties if a person is a Louisiana resident 21 years of age or older and not prohibited from possessing
a firearm under any state or federal law. Proposed law defines the term “handgun.”

Proposed law will result in an indeterminable decrease in statutory dedicated revenue for the Concealed Handgun Permit
Fund as a result of state citizens’ right to possess a conceal handgun without obtaining a permit. Currently, the Office of
State Police collects $125 for a 5-year concealed handgun permit and $500 for a lifetime concealed handgun permit. In FY
15, the department issued 15,729 5-year permits and 2,640 lifetime permits, which generated $2,268,213 in revenue. To the
extent the proposed law is enacted, the fund would no longer receive revenues from this source.
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(Expenditure Explanation cont. from Pg. 1) Funds within the Concealed Handgun Permit Fund also fund approximately
$1 M in expenditures associated with the Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS), which has a total appropriation
of $3.6 M. DPS derives the remaining $2.6 M of funding for AFIS from the statutorily dedicated Criminal Identification and
Information Fund ($1.8 M) and agency self-generated revenues from the Office of Motor Vehicles ($0.8 M).To the extent self-
generated revenues from the Office of Motor Vehicles and funds from the Criminal Identification and Information Fund cannot
fully fund expenditures for AFIS, DPS will require additional resources.

The department also uses the remaining monies in the Concealed Handgun Permit Fund to fund approximately $3.35 M in
expenditures department-wide, such as expenses for the Office of Technology Management, Office of Technology Services,
and procurement expenses for the LA Equipment Acquisition Fund. To the extent these expenses recur, the department will
require additional SGF resources.
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