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Proposed law requires the LA Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) to establish qualifications for, and issue a license to, a
dog trainer who wishes to train service dogs eligible for inclusion in the Louisiana Service Dog Registry.  DVA reports that it
anticipates requiring the addition of 1 T.O. position, an administrative coordinator, including salary and related benefits of
approximately $32,500.  DVA additionally reports a first-year operating expense of $2,000 with out year operating expenses
of $1,000 annually, and a first-year equipment and supplies cost of $4,000 with out year expenses at $2,000 annually.

In general terms, creation of such a license will require administrative work time associated with establishing a program and
licensure and promulgating rules to such effect.  There will likely be a workload increase associated with processing
applications and communicating with individuals wishing to become licensed as a service dog trainer, though the LFO believes
the number of applicants to likely be minimal and the costs could potentially be absorbed by existing staff and resources.
DVA is likely to realize a one-time indeterminable expenditure associated with the establishment of a license for a service dog
trainer, along with a nominal ongoing expense in the out years.

Proposed law requires the Governor’s Office of Disability Affairs (ODA) to create a Louisiana Service Dog Registry and issue
identification cards to the owner and a patch for the service dog indicating that it has been properly trained.  In general
terms, creation of such a registry and the capacity to issue identification cards and patches will require administrative work
time associated with developing rules and guidelines for the program and promulgating rules to such effect.  There will likely
be at least a nominal workload increase associated with maintaining the registry, and issuing identification cards to owners
and patches to service dogs.  The ODA and LFO are unable to anticipate the number of individuals that may seek to register
a service dog and thus cannot determine the need for additional staff augmentation or fiscal resources.

To the extent that the workload created by proposed law may exceed the ability of DVA and ODA to absorb within existing
staff and resources, one or both agencies may require additional expenditure authority (assumed to be SGF) to provide
required services.  To the extent that either agency may establish fees through rule promulgation associated with licensure
or issuance of identification cards or patches, the need for SGF may decrease accordingly.

Proposed law requires the Governor’s Office of Disability Affairs (ODA) to create a service dog registry and issue an
identification card for the owner and a patch for a service dog indicating that the dog has been properly trained; provides
that an individual seeking to register a dog shall provide certain information; requires the LA Department of Veterans Affairs
(DVA) to establish qualifications for, and issue a license to, a dog trainer who wishes to train service dogs eligible for
inclusion in the Louisiana Service Dog Registry; provides that veterans and members of the armed forces seeking training as
a service dog trainer shall be eligible for any available education-related programs or benefits; and requires that ODA and
DVA shall promulgate rules in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act to implement proposed law.  Proposed law is
effective August 1, 2016.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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Provides for the creation of a Louisiana Service Dog Registry and licensure of service dog trainers. (8/1/16)
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