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Fiscal Note

Proposed law revises present law by replacing the two nonvoting physician members of the board with two consumer
representatives from the state at-large appointed by the governor, neither of whom shall be a nurse, who shall be voting
members. Proposed law requires that each consumer representative member possess the following qualifications:
(1) Has attained the age of majority. (2) Does not engage in and never has engaged in any activity directly related to the
practice of nursing. (3) Has never been convicted of a felony.

Proposed law retains present law and authorizes the board to assess on each biennial registered nurse license renewal an
additional fee of $10 to be designated as the "continuing nursing education support fee.” Proposed law requires the board to
include on each license renewal form an optional election whereby the licensee may elect not to remit the $10 continuing
nursing education support fee.

The Board of Nursing is anticipated to modify its current electronic enrollment system to provide an option for nurses to pay
this fee. Their enrollment system keeps track of licensed nurses and collects renewal fees. Any modifications to their system
is anticipated to be nominal and will be absorbed by the board using current resources.

The net impact to the Board of Nursing’s revenues is indeterminable. The proposed law changes the license renewal period
for current nursing fees from annual to biennial. The LFO assumes the same level of revenues will be collected by the Board
over a two year period.

The Board of Nursing had indicated it may increase fees in order to maintain the same level of annual revenues as a result of
the renewal term increasing from one year to two years. 

A second provision of this measure may result in additional revenues to the Board of Nursing. However, this measure allows
nurses to opt out of paying this fee therefore it is indeterminable to calculate the projected revenues this will generate.

For illustrative purposes, there are approximately 62,000 nurses with licenses. Therefore, to the extent every licensed nurse
pays the $10 continuing education support fee, the anticipated gross revenues for the Board of Nursing is $6.2 million in FY
17 and every other year (FY 19 and FY 21). There may be additional revenues received as a result of this measure in FY 18
and FY 20 as a result of new licenses being issued to nurses, however, these increases are not anticipated to be significant.
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